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1
INTRODUCTION
This document is a five-year management plan, written in 2010, replacing an earlier management plan produced in 2005. The plan comprises a description and assessment of the biological and amenity features of the site, and proposals for management to enhance its nature conservation and biodiversity value.
The site occupies a ridge on the eastern edge of Yate, bordering the Barnhill Quarry and associated Hanson Aggregates offices. The site consists largely of broad-leaved woodland with smaller areas of grassland. The southern part of the site is covered by a Site of Nature Conservation Interest (SNCI) designation.

2
DESCRIPTION
2.1
Site Information

Local Planning Authority: South Gloucestershire Council
Parish: Chipping Sodbury
Grid Reference: ST 724 828
Area:  4.8 hectares

2.2
Access

There is one designated public footpath running along the western boundary of the site, between Quarry Road and Greenways Road. There is open access for pedestrians across the whole site and there are several informal footpaths. The main access point is from Rockland Road at the south-eastern corner of the site, where there is a car-park. Access for vehicles, horses, motorbikes and bikes is not allowed, but there is extensive trespass by cyclists.

2.3
 Geology

The underlying rocks are predominantly Carboniferous Limestones, with some mudstones and sandstones. The soils are derived from Carboniferous Limestone. The southern part of the wood has extensive areas of tipped quarry overburden.
2.4
Tenure

The site is owned by Hanson Aggregates and managed on their behalf under an agreement by South Gloucestershire Council in association with the Friends of Ridge Wood.

2.5
Map Coverage

The site is shown on the Ordnance Survey Explorer Series (1:25,000), 1997, sheet 167 Thornbury, Dursley and Yate.

2.6
Photographic Coverage

Aerial photographs of the site are kept at South Gloucestershire Council. 

2.7
Hydrology

The site is free-draining and there are no water bodies or water courses, either permanent or temporary, on the site. The River Frome runs just beyond the southern edge of the wood.
2.8
Biological Information

2.8.1
Introduction

The main habitat on the site is broad-leaved woodland with small areas of grassland. Species lists for five compartments are given in the appendix to the plan. Most of the information summarised below has been gathered during surveys carried out in April, May and June 2010 in connection with the production of this plan. Earlier information gathered in July 2005 was also reviewed. 

2.8.2
Vegetation
There are three main woodland types on the site, with secondary woodland in Compartment C1 at the southern end of the site, more species-rich woodland with extensive evidence of historical planting in C2 in the central part of the wood and species-rich woodland, with many plants of ancient woodland, in C3 in the northern part of the wood. Grassland is present in a small clearing in the southern part of the wood and a larger area on the western boundary. 
C 1: The canopy at the southern end of the wood is dominated by immature and semi-mature ash (Fraxinus excelsior) and sycamore (Acer pseudoplatanus) with some older trees of pedunculate oak (Quercus robur). The understorey is generally sparse and dominated by hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna) and sycamore but there are patches of dense scrub in the southern part of the compartment, where species include dogwood (Cornus sanguinea) and wayfaring tree (Viburnum lantana). The ground flora is generally not diverse and is dominated by ivy (Hedera helix). Species diversity is greatest under breaks in the canopy, where species such as cow parsley (Anthriscus sylvestris) and wood false-brome (Brachypodium sylvaticum) are frequent. Elsewhere there are small amounts of some woodland species such as bluebell (Hyacinthoides non-scriptus) and greater stitchwort (Stellaria holostea).
The compartment includes a small grassland clearing. Across much of this area the vegetation is a mixture of woodland species, such as bugle (Ajuga reptans) and male fern (Dryopteris filix-mas) and tall herb species such as rosebay willowherb (Chamerion angustifolium). True grassland, dominated by red fescue (Festuca rubra) and upright brome (Bromopsis erecta), occupies small areas only and is rich in herb species including lady’s bedstraw (Galium verum), bird’s-foot trefoil (Lotus corniculatus), wild basil (Clinopodium vulgare) and salad burnet (Sanguisorba minor).

C 2: The canopy here is also dominated by immature ash and sycamore but there are several mature pedunculate oak trees and scattered specimen trees of several planted species, including lime (Tilia x vulgaris) and wellingtonia (Sequioadendron giganteum). The understorey is generally rather sparse but holly (Ilex aquifolium) is locally frequent and there are reasonable amounts of hazel (Corylus avellana) and wych elm (Ulmus glabra).  Ivy is again frequent, but the ground flora also includes large drifts of bluebell and wood anemone (Anemone nemorosa) with smaller amounts of other species including soft shield fern (Polystichum setiferum), goldilocks buttercup (Ranunculus auricomus) and wood melick (Melica uniflora). Like the tree canopy, the ground flora has evidence of past landscaping, with a large population of blue wood anemone (Anemone apennina) and smaller amounts of other species such as fringe-cups (Tellima grandiflora)
C 3: The northern area of woodland is also dominated by semi-mature ash and sycamore, with some pedunculate oak and smaller quantities of wych elm, yew (Taxus baccata) and other species. The understorey includes large patches of blackthorn (Prunus spinosa) and old coppice stools of hazel. The ground flora is very diverse here, with large quantities of bluebell, wood anemone and ramsons (Allium ursinum). Species present in smaller quantity include goldilocks buttercup, moschatel (Adoxa moschtatellina) and three-nerved sandwort (Moerhingia trinervosa).

C 4: The northern end of the wood has an area of dense young woodland dominated by sycamore.
C 5: The grassland on the western edge of the wood is dominated by Yorkshire fog (Holcus lanatus). Herbs are not frequent, but there are large quantities of meadow vetchling (Lathyrus pratensis)

2.8.3
Fauna
There is an active badger sett at the northern end of the site.
The only group of animals in the wood to have been comprehensively surveyed is birds. Several species are present in large numbers and the diversity at the site is high, with species present including tawny owl, sparrowhawk, great spotted woodpecker, green woodpecker, stock dove and treecreeper.

Insects recorded include ringlet butterfly, long-winged conehead bush-cricket, cinnabar moth and several micro-moths, including Mompha raschkiella.
2.9
Amenity

The site is adjacent to a large area of housing and is heavily used by local people, particularly by dog walkers who favour the public footpath along the western edge of the wood. People also come to enjoy woodland flowers, birds and other wildlife and the opportunities the site allows for quiet recreation on the edge of an urban area. The footpath is also well used as a through route between shops and other facilities in Yate centre to the south and residential areas to the north-west.
The wood is also a popular site with mountain bikers. This activity, however, damages large parts of the woodland and places both the bikers themselves and other visitors at risk.

The Friends Group have organised a series of events on the site, including bat walks and work days. 

2.10
Cultural Information

The tithe map of 1881 shows the site as open farmland, suggesting that the woodland is at most 130 years old. The evidence presented by the wood’s ground flora, however, suggests that at least part of the northern end of the site has been wooded for much longer than this. The presence of old hazel coppice stools indicates that the woodland was managed for firewood and other products within the last hundred years.
The central part of the site formed part of the grounds of Ridge House, which was on the site of the Hanson offices and was demolished in the 1960s. There is abundant evidence of nineteenth century gardening and landscape improvements in the wood, including remnants of old terrace walls and the presence of ornamental tree, shrub and ground flora species. 

During the working life of Barnhill Quarry the southern part of the wood was used for the disposal of over burden and the landform of most of this part of the site was formed during this period.
2.11
Conservation Management
The site is managed by South Gloucestershire Council and The Friends of Ridge Wood. British Trust for Conservation Volunteers (BTCV) have carried out some recent works. 

Little management was carried out in the wood before South Gloucestershire took over responsibility for the site and the lack of management allowed problems such as accumulation of rubbish, loss of footpaths and spread of non-native species to become significant. Since the 2005 management plan substantial amounts of work have been done. Major projects have included:

· Removal of rubbish;

· Improvements to the footpath  network;

· Removal of non-native plant species, in particular dwarf bamboo (Arundinaria vagans);

· Selective felling of trees, especially sycamore, and coppicing of hazel stools;

· Replacement of a line of Leylandii with a native hedge;

· Clearance along the footpath in the southern part of the wood;

· Measures to restrict mountain biking; 

· Installation of signboards at the entrances to the site; and

· Holding events, including a summer fair. 

3
EVALUATION

3.1
Woodland
Documentary evidence suggests that the woodland is of relatively recent origin. However, the vegetation of the northern part of the woodland, in particular the abundance of plants such as bluebell, wood anemone and ramsons, suggests that there has been a long-standing continuity of woodland cover on the site, particularly in compartments C2 and C3. 

The value of the woodland as a whole for animals is limited by its small size but features such as structural diversity and good quantities of dead wood suggest that it is likely to be of some value for groups such as insects. The number and diversity of birds is good, and woodland specialists such as great spotted woodpecker, treecreeper and tawny owl are present. Green woodpecker and song thrush, which are all present, are species of conservation concern on account of recent declines in population. The invertebrates recorded are all widespread species, but the very limited amount of recording that has been carried out suggests that the wood is of some value for groups such as moths.

The northern end of the wood has many of the characteristics of ancient woodland and is of nature conservation value in a South Gloucestershire context.

The southern end of the wood is clearly of more recent origin and woodland plant species are less frequent and diverse here, but some species such as male fern, bluebell and greater stitchwort are present. This end of the wood also lacks some of the features that suggest the northern end of the wood is of value for animals, but it has a reasonable diversity of shrub species (suggesting value for moths and other insects) and dead wood habitat is present.
The southern part of the wood is of nature conservation value in a local context if viewed in isolation but, in conjunction with the northern part of the wood, it forms part of a site of nature conservation value in a South Gloucestershire context.

 3.2
Grasslands

The most diverse area of grassland is the clearing within Compartment 1. This supports several species of plant that are characteristic of unimproved grassland, a habitat that has become rare. These plant species include lady’s bedstraw, salad burnet and black knapweed. The lack of regular management of the grassland means that it is likely to be of some value for invertebrates. However, the value of the area is limited by its small size and isolation from other areas of grassland.
The grassland on the western side of the site in Compartment 5 is less diverse, but it has a large population of one plant of unimproved grassland: meadow vetchling. Infrequent management means that the grassland is probably of some value for invertebrates, although this is limited by the area’s small size.
Both grassland areas are of nature conservation value in a local context.

3.3
Amenity
The site is not well known in a wider area but it is highly valued by local people. It offers opportunities for people to experience a variety of woodland types from a well-surfaced path. The path through the area is also a useful through-route between areas of housing and local facilities. In landscaping terms the wood provides an attractive backdrop to a large area of housing, and features such as the Wellingtonia trees are particularly prominent.
The site is of high amenity value in a local context.

3.4
Summary of Important Features
Ridge Wood is a site of nature conservation value in a South Gloucestershire context. It is small, but is a good example of woodland, with several characteristics of ancient woodland. There are also small areas of species-rich grassland. The site provides an important resource for informal recreation and is well used by local people.








IMPORTANCE





NATIONAL
COUNTY

LOCAL

SITE FEATURES

Woodlands




High


High

Grasslands







High
Amenity







High

4
MANAGEMENT
4.1
Natural Trends

Comparison of the results of the 2005 and 2010 woodland vegetation surveys is difficult because the 2005 surveys were carried out in June and some early flowering species, for example wood anemone and bluebell, were therefore missed. However, the results suggest that the diversity of woodland ground flora species has increased slightly, with no significant losses and new records of moschatel (Adoxa moschatellina), spurge laurel (Daphne laureola), broad buckler-fern (Dryopteris dilatata), three-nerved sandwort (Moerhingia trinerva), barren strawberry (Potentilla sterilis) and goldilocks buttercup (Ranunculus auricomus) – species that should have been visible in June 2005. There also seems to have been some spread of species that were present in 2005, with pignut (Conopodium majus)and male fern (Dryopteris filix-mas) recorded from parts of the wood where they were not seen in 2005, but the late season of the 2005 survey makes comparison of species abundance difficult.
Several introduced species, including blue wood anemone and fringe-cups, were recorded in 2010 but not in 2005 but the present abundance of these species suggests that they were present in 2005 and were missed.

Without management there would be gradual changes in the composition of the woodlands, although some of these changes would not be evident over the next five years. The canopy would become dense and this would lead to a gradual loss of understorey and a decline in diversity in the ground flora. Increased growth of ash and sycamore might threaten some of the mature oak trees. Some of the hazel stools are now very large and might split and die without further management. Much progress has been made in controlling introduced species such as dwarf bamboo but without further management they might become abundant once more. Growth of brambles and other shrubs could make footpaths unpassable, leading to a decline in amenity value.

Comparison of the vegetation of the grassland areas is easier, since June is the optimum season for grassland surveying. There have been several changes in the vegetation of the clearing in compartment 1 as follows, with indicator species of unimproved grassland in italics:


Species that were recorded in 2005 and not 2010: yarrow, cut-leaved 
cranesbill, ox-eye daisy, fairy flax and sweet violet.


Species that were recorded in 2010 and not 2005: Cocksfoot, golden 
oatgrass, black knapweed, common mouse-ear, wild basil, smooth 
hawksbeard, 
hoary willowherb, wood avens, creeping cinquefoil, barren 
strawberry, 
bulbous buttercup, common figwort, hoary ragwort, 
dandelion, lesser trefoil, white clover, prickly sow-thistle and smooth sow-
thistle.

Apparent quantitative changes in the vegetation include declines in 
glaucous sedge, crested dogstail, black medick, burnet-saxifrage and field 
forget-me-not, and an increase in bird’s-foot trefoil.

These data suggest that the vegetation of the area has been rather changeable. The apparent increase since 2005 is probably partly due to recent management works in the area, which have encouraged ruderal species. There have been both losses and gains of species of unimproved grassland and the nature conservation value of the area has remained fairly constant, although the increase slightly exceeds the decrease and there may have been some improvement. 

The grassland in compartment 5 has changed little but there has been an apparent loss of ox-eye daisy and appearance of meadow vetchling, which is difficult to explain.
Without management the grassland at Compartment 1a would be quickly colonised by trees and scrub. This would lead to a loss of plant and invertebrate species associated with species-rich grassland and replacement by a less diverse habitat. This would result in a decline in the nature conservation value of this area and of the site as a whole. A similar change would occur at Compartment 5, although the process here would probably be less rapid.
4.2
Artificial Trends

The site is well used by local people and this can have an impact on wildlife, but the activities of most people are entirely compatible with conservation of the wood’s biodiversity. However, the activities of some visitors are having a significant impact on the site. The wood has been popular with mountain bikers for some years and unregulated use has caused several problems, notably with direct damage to ground flora and with digging mounds and felling trees to create new routes and jumps. These activities, particularly inappropriate use of chainsaws, puts the individuals themselves at risk as well as damaging the woodland, and mountain bikers also pose a threat to other site users. There has been significant progress in limiting the extent of damage since 2005. Areas have been fenced off to allow regeneration of vegetation and dead-hedging has been used to block routes; although this has been removed in places elsewhere it has been effective. Boulders have also been used to block off routes, particularly where these posed a risk to the public. The second significant problem is caused by the lighting of fires, which damages vegetation and involves the removal of living timber and of dead-hedges and other dead wood. A fire caused significant damage to Compartment 1a in summer 2010. Although measures to combat both activities have been partially effective there is evidence of a recent upsurge.
Urban woodlands are particularly vulnerable to invasion by non-native plant species and Ridge Wood contains many remnants of nineteenth century planting, as well as more recent introductions. The most problematic species was dwarf bamboo and a concerted effort has been made to eradicate this using herbicide applications. This has been almost entirely successful, but small quantities remain. Large quantities of hybrid bluebell have also been removed, but small quantities remain. Without further effort these species may spread again, to the detriment of the wood’s overall biodiversity. Most of the non-native species present, however, are unlikely to spread and probably do not threaten biodiversity.
4.3
Constraints
Management of the site must follow the Management and Access Agreement (2003) between Hanson Aggregates and South Gloucestershire Council. This specifies that no cycling or horse riding is allowed on the site.
The path along the western edge of the wood is a public right of way and must therefore be kept open.

The presence of badger setts constrains management to some extent. Setts must not be damaged and advice should be sought from a specialist if works are proposed within 10 metres of a sett (using hand tools), 20 metres (using light machinery) or 30 metres (using heavy machinery). There is unlikely to be a problem with routine site management, but trees should not be felled across setts and works close to the main sett should not be undertaken during the period 1st December to 30th June.

Any tree with a hole or crevice, or with dense growths of ivy, is a potential bat roost. Any such trees should be assessed by a bat specialist before works are carried out on it, but this management plan contains no proposals that are likely to affect bats. All active birds’ nests are protected by law and work affecting trees and shrubs (including bramble) should not be carried out between 15th February and 31st August, except where the affected growth can be checked for nests or is clearly unsuitable.

The Occupiers Liability Act places an obligation on South Gloucestershire Council, as the site’s owner, to ensure that every reasonable care is taken to minimise risks to visitors to the site.
All management works must follow best practice. Where necessary for health and safety reasons they should be carried out under the supervision of appropriately trained persons.
4.4
Aims and Objectives

4.4.1
Aims

A)
To maximise the nature conservation value of the site.

B)
To maximise the value of the site for appropriate public amenity.

4.4.1
Objectives

1)
To maintain and enhance structural diversity within the wood.

2)
To protect ground flora and tree regeneration through management of the tree canopy.
3)
To control any non-native plant species threatening the wood’s biodiversity.

4)
To maintain and enhance the nature conservation value of grassland through appropriate management.

5)
To control inappropriate recreational activities.
6)
To maintain recreational provision.

7)
To increase educational and other appropriate uses of the site.

8)
To maintain the site in a tidy condition.

9)
To maintain the site in a safe condition.

4.5
Management Prescriptions

General
Management of trees, shrubs, bramble and hedges should take place outside the period 15th February to 31st August, in order to avoid the destruction of occupied birds’ nests.

No works should be carried out close to badger setts without advice from a licenced expert.

No fertilisers should be used on the site. Herbicides should only be used in strictly controlled circumstances and by licenced contractors, to control invasive species such as dwarf bamboo.

No soils or plant material should be imported to the site.
Objective 1: To maintain and enhance structural diversity within the wood.

Rationale: The woodland has a varied structure, with areas of high forest, dense scrub at the southern end of the wood and some coppice with standards at the northern end of the wood. Little work is required over the next five years to maintain this diversity but some re-coppicing of hazel stools in the northern part of the wood would be beneficial. Clearance alongside the path in the southern part of the wood has created a belt of immature scrub and tall herb vegetation, which is of value for groups such as insects. It would be beneficial to continue this management. There is a stretch of hedgerow that would benefit from laying and a newly planted hedge requires some work.
1.1
Coppice old hazel stools in Compartment 3 as shown on the map.
1.2
Re-coppice hazel stools coppiced since 2005 in Compartment 3 as shown on the map.

1.3
Cut back vegetation along the western side of the path in Compartment 1 every even year.

1.4
Cut back vegetation along the eastern side of the path in Compartment 1 every odd year.

1.5
Lay hedge on northern side of Compartment 5.

1.6
Remove ties from newly planted hedge on western side of Compartment 3.

Objective 2: To protect ground flora and tree regeneration through management of the tree canopy.
Rationale: The tree canopy is well-stocked throughout most of the wood and little management is required. However, there are areas in the northern part of the wood where selective thinning of the canopy would benefit both the ground flora and the diversity of tree species. Some of the veteran oak trees elsewhere in the wood are becoming over-shadowed by growth of ash and sycamore.
2.1
Thin ash and sycamore trees, favouring regeneration of field maple, oak and wych elm, in Compartment 3 as shown on the map. Coppice shrub species in the same areas.
2.2
Thin ash and sycamore trees from around veteran oaks.
Objective 3: To control any non-native plant species threatening the wood’s biodiversity.

Rationale: Ridge Wood contains large populations of several non-native plant species. However, many of these contribute to the wood’s cultural and amenity value by providing evidence of the wood’s past as part of a landscape garden and they pose little or no threat to the site’s biodiversity interest. Some of these species, such as blue wood anemone, are otherwise rare in the local area and contribute to local distinctiveness. Others, such as the Wellingtonia trees, make an important contribution to the wood’s landscape value. Sycamore is so well established in the tree canopy that its eradication would be impractical. Two species of plant pose a particular problem, however. Dwarf bamboo has the potential to replace areas of diverse ground flora with monocultural stands. Significant effort has been made to eradicate this species and it is now much less abundant than it was in 2005, with native ground flora species successfully re-colonising areas from which it was removed. Small quantities of the plant remain, however, and complete eradication would remove the potential that remains for it to spread again. The presence of hybrid and Spanish bluebell threatens the wood’s population of native bluebell. It too has been largely eradicated, but small quantities remain.
3.1
Continue herbicide treatment of dwarf bamboo.
3.2
Continue to pull up Spanish and hybrid bluebell in the spring, when plants are flowering.

Objective 4: To maintain and enhance the nature conservation value of grassland through appropriate management.

Rationale: The grassland in Compartment 1a adds significantly to the nature conservation value of the site and is highly vulnerable to scrub encroachment. Recent management has opened up the area significantly but valuable grassland round the southern edge of the area is threatened by ongoing scrub encroachment. The grassland in Compartment 5 is less diverse and is also less vulnerable to scrub encroachment. It will, however, benefit from periodic mowing.
4.1
Cut back scrub on the southern edge of Compartment 1a by a width of 2-3m. 
4.2
Cut back scrub and tree re-growth elsewhere in Compartment 1a.
4.3
Mow the grassland in Compartment 5 every three years. Gather and remove arisings.
Objective 5: To control inappropriate recreational activities.
Rationale: Most visitors to the site have no adverse impact on biodiversity, but mountain bikers destroy areas of ground flora and pose a threat to themselves and to other site users. The terms of the agreement with Hanson mean that no provision for mountain bikers can be made on site and the activity should be discouraged as far as is practical. The lighting of fires also damages the site and poses a health and safety risk. Fire lighting makes efforts to control mountain biking difficult, since dead hedges used to block off bike paths are often damaged. Since 2005 the vegetation in some areas has recovered after fencing; further fencing would be useful, and should concentrate on areas with a rich ground flora. Large limestone blocks have provided an effective, permanent barrier to mountain biking. 
5.1
 Repair the existing fencing in Compartment 2.
5.2
Install new fencing in Compartment 2 as shown on the map. Provide a kissing gate where the fence crosses the upper path.
5.3
Remove dead hedges from locations shown, and pile in new locations as shown, with heavy logs over lighter material.

5.4
Place limestone blocks at locations shown.

5.5
Block off unofficial path in Compartment 2 with logs, as shown on maps.

5.6
Encourage volunteers and local residents to report any problems promptly to the police.

Objective 6: To maintain recreational provision.
Rationale: Recreational provision on the site is in good shape. Entrances to the site are attractive, with good interpretive material at the Quarry Road and Greenways Road. The public footpath along the western edge of the site is in good condition and has been re-graded close to Greenways Road. Dog bins have been provided and are emptied. Steps in Compartment 3 have been repaired. There is, however, no sign at the entrance from Melrose Close. An additional flight of steps in Compartment 2 would be useful in linking the upper and lower paths through the wood.
6.1
Monitor condition of signs and paths and repair as necessary.
6.2
Provide a sign at the entrance to the site from Melrose Close. 
6.3
Install a new flight of steps in C2 as shown on the map.

Objective 7: To increase educational and other appropriate uses of the site.
Rationale: Many people make informal use of the wood and events such as guided walks, bat walks and a green fair have been held, the last-named in Compartment 5. There is potential to develop links with local schools and to extend use of this type.
7.1
Continue to hold guided walks and events such as green fair.
7.2
Develop links with local schools and encourage educational use of site.

Objective 8: To maintain the site in a safe condition.

Rationale: There are some intrinsic health and safety risks on the site, due to the presence of steep slopes, trees and other natural hazards. Litter may also pose a risk to site users.

8.1
Carry out twice-yearly litter clearance.

8.2
Carry out biennial health and safety audit of site. Maintain written record and carry out works identified.
8.3
Encourage volunteers to report health and safety issues to South Glos. Council.

5
FIVE YEAR WORK PLANNER
Management of trees, shrubs, bramble and hedges should take place outside the period 15th February to 31st August, in order to avoid the destruction of occupied birds’ nests.

No works should be carried out close to badger setts without advice from a licenced expert.

No fertilisers should be used on the site. Herbicides should only be used in strictly controlled circumstances and by licenced contractors, to control invasive species such as dwarf bamboo. No soils or plant material should be imported to the site.
	
	2011
	2012
	2013
	2014
	2015

	1.1 Coppice old hazel stools in Compartment 3
	Jan
	
	
	
	

	1.2 Re-coppice hazel stools in Compartment 3
	
	
	
	Jan
	

	1.3 Cut back vegetation on western side of path in Compartment 1
	Sept
	
	Sept
	
	Sept



	
	2011
	2012
	2013
	2014
	2015

	1.4 Cut back vegetation on eastern side of path in Compartment 1
	
	Sept
	
	Sept
	

	1.5 Lay hedge on northern side of Compartment 5
	
	
	Jan
	
	

	1.6 Remove ties from new hedge on western side of Compartment 3
	Jan
	
	
	
	

	2.1 Thin ash and sycamore and coppice scrub in Compartment 3
	
	Jan
	
	
	Jan

	2.2 Thin ash and sycamore around veteran oak trees
	
	Jan
	
	
	

	3.1 Continue herbicide treatment of dwarf bamboo
	July
	July
	July
	July
	July

	3.2 Continue removal of hybrid / Spanish bluebells
	May
	May
	May
	May
	May

	4.1 Cut back scrub on southern edge of Compartment 1a by 2-3 metres
	Nov
	
	
	
	Nov

	4.2 Cut back scrub and tree re-growth in Compartment 1a
	
	
	
	Nov
	

	4.2 Mow grassland in Compartment 5
	
	Aug
	
	
	Aug

	5.1 Repair existing fencing in Compartment 2
	Nov
	
	
	Jan
	

	5.2 Install new fencing in Compartment 2, with kissing gate where fence crosses top path
	Nov
	
	
	
	

	5.3 Relocate dead hedges
	Jan
	
	
	
	

	5.4 Place limestone blocks
	Oct
	
	
	
	

	5.5 Block path with logs
	Oct
	
	
	
	

	6.1 Monitor signs and paths and repair as necessary
	All
	All
	All
	All
	All

	6.2 Provide sign at entrance from Melrose
	Dec
	
	
	
	

	6.3 Install new flight of steps 
	Nov
	
	
	
	

	7.1 Hold guided walks and events
	Summer
	Summer
	Summer
	Summer
	Summer

	7.2 Develop links with  schools
	All
	All
	All
	All
	All

	8.1 Carry out litter clearance
	March and Oct
	March and Oct
	March and Oct
	March and Oct
	March and Oct

	8.2 Carry out health and safety audit
	March and Oct
	March and Oct
	March and Oct
	March and Oct
	March and Oct
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MANAGEMENT PROPOSALS
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