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History: What was it like to live here in the past?

Years 3&4 (5/6)

Scheme of Work: What was it like to live here in the past? (Unit 18)

(14 hours + 1/2 day field trip)

Links to: Citizenship Unit 9

Resources

Box of props containing Victorian items e.g. carpet beater; flat iron, hat, toy top, clay marbles, Bible, washing dolly)

Computer suite for: virtual tours and downloads: maps and aerial photos (History section)

Worksheets: Past in Present PDF, Everyday Victorian Items PDF
1) Introduction (1.5 hours) – What is our area like today?


Using Ridge Wood, Barnhill Quarry and the immediate surroundings as the focus of study, begin with class discussion about the area. Explore children’s ideas about how 

to find more information (fieldwork, primary sources) and what kind of issues surround development and change.

If working in computer suite, take the time tour, working in pairs. Discuss impressions

You could use the modern aerial view photo and compare to OS Explorer 167 map or get one from the history section of this resource or visit: http://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/oswebsite/getamap/ You may download enough maps from the OS site as displayed on your browser for each pupil and teacher to have a copy, although they will be rather small. Consider how a map is a representation of an area and pinpoint local familiar landmarks on the map to demonstrate this using photocopied pictures of familiar places to locate on maps e.g. shops, school, leisure centre, Ridge Wood, quarry.

2) How can we use maps to explore how our area has changed? (2 hours)


Preparation (1 hour):

Download the following set of 5 maps and aerial photos (the Ridge Wood website contains low resolution for approximate images; but on the on CD there are high resolution images to print out). Pupils could work in pairs or small groups.

· Isaac Taylor 1771

· 1824 map

· 1871 map

· 1960s aerial view house and quarry

· modern aerial view

(1 hour) Ask pupils to arrange the images in the order they believe to be chronological. Identify differences and present in table/graph to demonstrate change over time, arriving at own solutions as to how to present findings (e.g. columns for general description + first appearance/ disappears). Working in small groups the language-related vocabulary can be developed.

3) What can local buildings or sites tell us about the past?


Before: The time tour provides images of the House that once stood on the Ridge (just remind pupils of what they saw if the tour taken earlier).

On site:  (1/2 day) A visit to the Lodge can be contrasted with a modern building nearby (look at and sketch with labelling: windows, doors, roofs, styles of decoration, types or material used and how their uniformity can be an indicator of age). Encourage discussion about who lives/d there, what it was used for etc. You could then trace the avenue of walnut trees up to the Ridge and look for indicators of the past/take a walk through the past: Past in present worksheet (find bamboo, specimen trees, oak pollard, haha, walnut ave, standing stone).

Follow up: Use the website, CD or booklet (contact us for a copy) to answer some of the questions that come up about the Lodge, the walnuts and Ridge House.

(1.5 hours with box of props) This could be the time to do a role play of a Victorian family: Working in groups, with a prop each, or using Everyday Victorian items as a prompt, describe the inside of Ridge House and who lives there (writing> speaking and listening.

4) What do pictures and photographs tell us about past life in our area? (2.5 hours)

The ideal resource to start this section is both virtual tours. Working in pairs pupils can compare the time tour with the Wood as it is now pausing to consider what the images tell us, what has changed, stayed the same, and why. Remind the children to consider e.g. roads, housing, planting, people.

You could also explore ideas of why the pictures were taken and see if the children notice that some of the historical photographs are post cards.

Pupils can choose their own historical pictures from the photo gallery in the History section to print out and write about what happened before and after it was taken and describe the occasion. These could be added to a time line to develop chronology. The Scheme of Work for Unit 18 suggests asking children to give the type of instructions to the photographer that resulted in the photograph. A chronology of events is provided with the time tour in the History section.

5) Which written sources can we use? (2 x 1 hour sessions)
Ridge Wood perhaps offers less to support this section of Unit 18, unless widening the geographical area of study. However, working with the library and Yate Heritage Centre, it might be interesting to base the study of Census Records, Trade Directories, School Records, Inventories and other written sources on the inhabitants of Ridge House and life at the quarry. Kelly’s Directory lists traders and Parish magazines are useful for adverts and insights into attitudes of people.

Of Inventories, the Scheme of Work suggests: “Discuss the contents of a particular room for which details are available and compare with the modern equivalent in the children's homes. Children could use ICT to sort information and present it on a database.”

Glossaries could be made that link up with the inventories and printed copies could be made as well as hand-written originals.

Literacy link-ups will be made in how the children extract and record relevant information and describe e.g. articles in a room at Ridge House.  Children can underline known words on a printed transcript and use glossaries to find out words new to them. You could use the Everyday Victorian Items PDF to see images of articles that might be in such an inventory to support this work.

6) How can oral sources help us to find out about how people lived? 

The QCA objectives of this section are:

· to initiate and pursue specific lines of questioning 

· to develop listening and note-taking skills 

· to differentiate between fact and opinion 

· that historical accounts are often influenced by personal opinion 

(1.5 hours - .5 to make up question, .5 to interview/ask question, .5 to present information found)

The substance is in inviting a visitor and preparing to interview them with the focus on what life used to be like and how things have changed. If no-one with relevant memories of e.g. Ridge House, quarrying can be found or persuaded, you could try contacting Yate Heritage Centre – they hold a library of oral history tapes and transcripts to go with them.

7) What was it like to live in our area in the past?

(2.5 hours for group presentation/display – more if other activities undertaken)

This is the summing up when what the children have learned from a potentially detailed study of the Ridge Wood area is to be checked. Apart from questioning and presenting information in the commonplace manner, it is an opportunity to make a display, exhibition, timeline and/or role-play drama of The Story of Ridge Wood. Many of the images taken during fieldwork may be displayed and accompanied by images from the picture gallery on this resource.

Thanks to Fromebank Junior School for their help in producing this Scheme of Work
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