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Geography: Investigating our local area

(Please note that this scheme and all the supporting resources focus on Ridge Wood with a fair amount on quarrying) 

Year 3

Scheme of work: Investigating our local area 

Links to: Geog – Unit 8, 4; Unit 13, 6; Unit 18, 3; History - Unit 2; Citizenship 4,5,8,10; Literacy/Vocabulary; Art 6C Sense of Place
Resources:
Digital camera – for recording observations and pupil responses.

Computer suite for: database/graphing software, virtual journey, OS maps and maps, aerial photos from this resource 

Downloads: stages in quarrying PDF; quarrying posters; Health & Safety information; Quarry safety symbols worksheet; Quarry dangers answersheet.

Clipboards with paper and pens

Outline plan of settlement based on oblique aerial view

Atlases

Before you go:

It would be helpful, though not essential to have worked through the unit in the ‘Around our school – the local area’ Scheme of Work. You could use an issue as a way into this unit – this would probably have to be quarry-related.

Explain to the children that they are going to visit a  local woodland. Support this by taking a virtual journey that shows Ridge Wood as it is now. Explain to the children that they will be looking closely at the local area on the way there and back and that they will also need to look around the Wood for things they like and dislike. Discuss features in the area, what might make an area change. Can they think of key places that represent the area?

2) Where is the locality in relation to other places? Where is our school?

If they have not already done this they use atlases etc to scale into the local area. The ordnance survey website or multi-map is brilliant for this because you can keep zooming in to a wide range of scales. They should be able to find their own school sites this way. There are aerial photographs of Ridge Wood on this resource. Ask them to plan a route and give directions from their school to Ridge Wood or other specific points nearby recording their directions on a map.

3) What is the village like?

You could use maps downloaded from this website, scaling up to produce your own large map on a photocopier or use multi map/OS if you want to emphasise scale. The virtual tour gives images of local features. Photos (choose from picture galleries) should be matched to map features. A word bank of these can be developed and it is suggested that you list questions arising from this activity. The word bank should be used to identify these images and to work out the main land uses and features in the area. This will reveal the interesting quarry nearby. They should then label an outline plan showing key land use boundaries and be able to give reasons for why the area is like it is.

On site:

4, 5) What are the main land uses in the area? What jobs do people do?

The best way to answer this question must be to go and look around the area making sure that children think about how land use can be recorded. This follows on from earlier work they have done on identifying map features and studying photos they use a key to record their categories on a base map.

Hanson, the owners of Ridge Wood and the neighbouring quarries may be able to accommodate a visit although they do not have dedicated education support staff. Hanson has produced a CD Rom – Material World - containing many useful activities for Key Stage 2. See the photos Hanson have specially commissioned for this project of the stages in quarrying (worksheet and answersheet or cut up the images and put in order) and the collection of A4 size posters available on this CD. Please see Hanson’s website: www.hansonplc.biz/education to:


· order Material World CD

· see how a typical quarry works 

· download characters with different jobs at a quarry to colour in

· request a visit to a quarry (follow link to request more information)

Before you try to arrange a quarry visit you should read this Health & Safety information.

Otherwise see the historical tour and images in virtual tour to get an overview. 

Follow up:

· Use IT to present collated results in visual form.

· Relate to plan made earlier in this unit.

· If you wish to emphasize personal responsibility and quarry dangers you could give children Quarry safety symbols worksheet (pairs or groups would reduce no. of copies and encourage discussion) to fill in. Then give them the Quarry dangers answersheet.
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