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History: What were homes like a long time ago?

Year 1
Lesson Plan: How were homes long ago different from homes today? (Unit 2, section 3)

Links to: D&T Unit 1D 1 Homes; Art & Design 2C 1 Can buildings speak?

Resources:

Computer suite

Download: PDF worksheets: Past in Present, Everyday Victorian items
Clipboards, paper and pens

Before you go:

	Preparation:
	Some work from first two sections of this unit

Time tour of Ridge Wood


In computer suite, explain that you are building on work you’ve already done about the way people lived a long time ago, what houses are like now and what can be found in them.  Take a time tour in the History section that shows Ridge House. There is also a picture of the Lodge and of modern houses. Ask the children to look carefully. You could do this work altogether in pairs in stages or use extension work for more able children. They should take particular notice of windows and doors, and then could describe the features and spot the differences). If you prefer you could make up your own worksheet or download the photos from the picture galleries in most sections of this resource.

On site: Take the worksheet Past in Present PDF to Ridge Wood. Find each of the things marked there. Encourage the children to find remains of Ridge House and where it was sited. With eyes closed they may think of words to describe how it might have been one or two hundred years ago.  On the way there and back stop to look at features of old and modern buildings (especially if you can include the Lodge)

Follow up: 

Describe/list things that have changed on the exterior buildings. 
More able/literacy links

· Imagine you lived at Ridge House in Victorian times and design your own outfit. 

· Write a day in your life that mentions some of the objects you’ve seen outside or in the pictures on the website and worksheets. The Everyday Victorian items PDF worksheet should be helpful.

· An alternative follow-up would be to write a story about change as if they are a time traveller or to design a building or feature of a building from the future.

· Pupils could download the historical postcard pictures of Ridge House, think who they might send one to and write the back of the postcard as if they lived at the old house.
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