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Art: A sense of place

Year 5&6

Scheme of work: A sense of place (Unit 6C) 

Links to: Geog – Unit 6; Unit 8, 4; Unit 13, 6; Unit 18, 3;  History - Unit 2; Citizenship  4,5,8,10; Literacy/Vocabulary

Resources:
Digital camera – for recording observations and pupil responses.

Tape recorder (optional)

Drawing materials

Ridge Wood offers an excellent environment for developing a sense of place and local distinctiveness. It’s haven-like quality amid modern development and quarrying within close proximity and the eerie trees and forgotten features of the days of Ridge House ooze atmosphere to engage with. This module provides an excellent dimension to cross-curricular work with Ridge Wood as focus, particularly enhancing the local area study. Autumn would be a good time to work through this scheme.

Before you go:

Explain to the children that they are going to visit a local woodland to draw and take pictures. It would be helpful to have studied some landscape paintings before embarking on this module and to look at the many images contained on this resource. Texture, colour, form, shape, light, techniques and finishes can be compared for similarities and differences. Importantly, the emotional impact can be explored and how the senses (sound and smell) inform mood and atmosphere. You could even think about making this a multi-media project by taking a tape recorder to Ridge Wood or making a Powerpoint presentation using sound-clips of birds or woodland sounds from the Forestry Commission’s website:

http://www.forestry.gov.uk/website/treetrunk.nsf/ByUnique/HCOU-4XPLSG


On site:

1 & 2) Exploring and developing ideas

· Recap on pre-site visit preparation and consider with reference to Ridge Wood

· Look around for the unusual features and signs of the past

· Think about their own response to the Wood 
· Take pics, recordings and make drawings

What are the unique things about Ridge Wood that make it distinctive? They can list features/responses at any time, developing a word bank to help to rekindle the character of the Wood. If children have done any Science, Geog or History work on Ridge Wood they should be able to articulate a great deal about why the area is like it is.

QCA suggest they make viewfinders and then thumbnail sketches of what is revealed and notate them. These should show understanding of relative size, distance, shape and texture. They can also collect leaves for use later.

Follow up:

2) Exploring and developing ideas

Children are recommended to make comparative studies of a landscape work in detail with several others to inform their own work.

3) Investigating and making

This part of the unit is very specific about how the ideas and materials gained from the visit are developed to create a large painting so there is little point in repeating what you can recap on at the standards site:

http://www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/schemes2/art/art6c/06cq3?view=get
For an imaginative departure from guidelines: 

If you made an autumn trip and if you have some slide transparency film holders, children can make a ‘leaf sandwich’ and project it to make a larger image that may form a basis for abstract design.

4) Evaluating and developing work

This is about critically appraising their work. It is a great QCA idea to photograph the work and put in on the school’s website as a photo gallery. It might be possible to put up as your school’s photo gallery on the Ridge Wood website too.
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