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Science: Interdependence and Adaptation

Year 6

Lesson Ideas: (Unit 6A – 4, 5, 6, 9, 10)

Animals and plants in the local habitat

Interdependence of plants and animals 
Food chains

Animals and plants in a different habitat

Tracing food chains

Resources:

Computer suite to view and download images from the wildlife photo gallery (optional) and worksheets/answersheets: Birds, buttterflies and/or flowers
Clipboard kit

Collection items for drawing e.g. minibeasts

Introduction/before you go:

It would be helpful to revisit yr 3 work on “Helping plants grow well” and Yr4 work on Habitats and Yr 5 work on Life cycles. The first three sections of this unit concentrate on conditions needed for plant growth for which a trip to Ridge Wood is not really necessary. Explain that there will be a field trip to Ridge Wood to observe one habitat that the class studied in Year 4. Remind of our responsibilities towards plants and animals (especially minibeasts), what they might expect to find.

On site: (Animals and plants in the local habitat)

Take the children on a habitat hunt at Ridge Wood. Investigate or observe one habitat, using a simple key to record what was found in that habitat. 

Interdependence of plants and animals: Revisit earlier work in discussion, perhaps with groups focusing on one species or group of animals.

Follow up: 

Animals and plants in the local habitat Devise pictorial and graphical representation of life in that habitat

Interdependence of plants and animals Make up information cards – they could copy them to give to another local school – on a plant or animal from the chosen habitat. This is where the images in the photo gallery, the quizzes and the wildlife worksheets should prove useful.

Food chains: Use information cards and other secondary sources to revisit food chains. Children should be able to devise one, explain it with emphasis on producer and consumer. Again, the study of birds might be good as there are sound clips as well as a quiz and photos of birds found at Ridge Wood. The RSPB have some great resources found at www.rspb.org.uk. Look at their A-Z of UK birds.

Animals and plants in a different habitat: Revisit all the previous work on Habitats and apply techniques of study to a contrasting habitat, preferably outside of the immediate area. Look at similarities and differences between the two.

Tracing food chains: Builds on earlier work using secondary sources of information and work produced in previous sections to study the relationship between organisms and habitats. The challenge is to construct food chains relating to the habitat tracing back to the producer. Similarities and differences between the habitats should be explored
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