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Summary

Ridge Wood is situated in South Gloucestershire, to the east of Yate.  The 4.8 hectare site is owned by Hanson Aggregates and managed by South Gloucestershire Council (SGC).  In part  designated a Site of Nature Conservation Interest (SNCI), it is also a Community Forest Gateway Site and a proposed Local Nature Reserve.

Lying on limestones, mudstones and sandstones of Carboniferous age, it consists of broad-leaved woodland of varied ages and previous uses.   Parts of the wood show characteristics of semi-natural woodland with a varied ground flora, while other sections have been influenced by the landscaped gardens of Ridge House, a 19th Century property demolished in the 1920s.  The importance of the site is in the diversity of species found there and its amenity value to local people.  This interest is enhanced by the presence of remnant calcareous grassland in the south-east of the site.
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1 Description

1.1 Site Information

1.2.3 Location

Site Name: Ridge Wood (may also be known by some as Barnhill Wood).

Grid Reference: ST724828

Area: 4.8 hectares.

Parish: Just inside the western boundary of Sodbury.

Local Planning Authority: SGC.

Ridge Wood is located adjacent to the eastern boundary of housing development (built up over the last 40 years) in the north-east sector of Yate.  Housing, gardens and industrial works form the western boundary.  A road to the south east separates the site from the disused Barnhill Quarry, while the Hanson Aggregates offices lie immediately to the north-east on land previously occupied by Ridge House.  To the south is a concrete works and to the north a narrow strip of woodland leading to further disused quarries.  See Map 1.

Access: By car – There is no official car park, but unofficial parking is available at Quarry Road, Yate, and the main Chipping Sodbury Car Park on the Wickwar Road, for the southern entrance to the site, and in Greenways Road for the northern entrance.                                                                                                                     

Pedestrian – In addition to these entrances, there are several access points along the western boundary (see Map 1).   The metalled track along the western edge is an old quarry access road and is now a Public Right of Way, providing an Access for All path.  Further permissive paths have been created in the last five years allowing circular walks around the steeper parts of the woodland.

To the north the footpath meets the Jubilee Way path, and the Frome Walkway to the south of the site off Quarry Road.   Motor vehicles can only enter the site for management purposes.

1.2.4 Summary Description

The southern section of Ridge Wood is designated as a SNCI, as it forms part of the Barnhill Quarry SNCI.

1.2.5 Land Tenure and Management Infrastructure

Ridge Wood is owned by Hanson Aggregates and managed by SGC in association with volunteers from the Friends of Ridge Wood, a local group formed in 2000.   Hanson have placed a number of restrictions on the use of the wood (see Appendix 2).

1.2.6 Map Coverage

Maps are held at SGC.

· Ordnance Survey Landranger 172 Bristol, Bath & surrounding area 1:50000.

· Ordnance Survey Explorer 167 Thornbury, Dursley & Yate 1:25000.

· Geology Sheet 281.

1.2.7 Photographic Coverage

· Aerial photographs are held at SGC.  

1.3 Environmental Information

1.3.1 Physical

Ridge Wood consists of a narrow strip of semi-natural, predominantly broad-leaved woodland, approx 850m in length, 120m at its widest, 40m at its narrowest, lying on a north-south axis.  It lies on limestones, mudstones and sandstones of Carboniferous age.  

The land rises from east to west, giving the site a westerly aspect except on the higher plateau at the south-east of the site and a relatively level strip along the west of the site.   At the top the land drops steeply to the east.  The site is around 92m Above Ordnance Datum at its lowest point to around 107m AOD at its highest.

Hydrology – the land appears to be free-draining, with no areas of permanent or standing water.

1.3.2 Biological

1.2.2.1  The two most important habitats consist of semi-natural broadleaved woodland and semi-improved calcareous grassland.  The site has been divided into 5 Compartments (C1-C5, see Map 1).  See Appendix 1 for a complete species list per Compartment.   

1.2.2.2  The woodland canopy consists of ash (Fraxinus excelsior), sycamore (Acer pseudoplatanus) and sessile oak (Quercus petraea) with field maple (Acer campestre).   Hazel (Corylus avellana), hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna), elder (Sambucus nigra), blackthorn (Prunus spinosa) and dogwood (Cornus sanguinea) form the understorey, with occasional holly (Ilex aquifolium), spindle (Euonymus europaea) and wayfaring tree (Viburnum lanata).   There has been some native planting; some hedge planting on the boundary of the timber staking area, which consisted of 75% blackthorn/hawthorn, 25% field maple, dog rose (Rosa canina), hazel, wayfaring tree.  This mix was also used for the ride edge along the footpath through C1 on the eastern side.  Hazel, oak, ash, holly and field maple were planted to the west side of C3 as part of the removal of self-seeded sycamore.

1.2.2.3  The ground flora is quite diverse, given the secondary and disturbed nature of parts of the site, its cover varying from a dense 100% in C3 to areas of 0% cover in C1 and C2 where human disturbance occurs.  Ivy (Hedera helix) and frequently dog’s mercury (Mercurialis perennis) are the dominant ground cover species, with false brome (Brachypodium sylvaticum), hart’s-tongue fern (Phyllitis scolopendrium), wood avens (Geum urbanum), ramsons (Allium ursinum), garlic mustard (Alliaria petiolata), lords-and-ladies (Arum maculatum), enchanter’s nightshade (Circaea lutetiana) hedge woundwort (Stachys sylvatica) and red campion (Silene dioica).   Rarely occurring are greater stitchwort (Stellaria holostea), wood sedge (Carex sylvatica), common polypody (Polypodium vulgare), soft shield fern (Polystichum setiferum) and hard shield fern (Polystichum aculeatum).   Cow parsley (Anthriscus sylvestris) is dominant in some more open parts of C3.  Other flora typical of a species-rich woodland, not observed during this survey possibly due to its timing, are reported to occur such as bluebell (Hyacinthoides non-scripta), wood anemone (Anemone nemorosa), moschatel (Adoxa moschatellina), yellow archangel (Lamium galeobdolon), spurge laurel (Euphorbia amygdaloides) and woodruff (Galium odoratum). 

Some ground flora species were planted (C2 only, near the loop walk) in 2001/02.  These were bluebells, snowdrops and yellow archangel.  

1.2.2.4  The species suggest NVC type W8 Fraxinus excelsior-Acer campestre- Mercurialis perennis woodland of sub-communities Hedera helix, Geranium robertianum and Allium ursinum.   Although the ground flora in C3 appears richer than that of C1 and C2 it is not actually any more diverse, just more luxuriant.  There is frequent standing and fallen dead wood across the site, which is very beneficial to wildlife, particularly invertebrates and lower plants.   Many of the ash trees throughout the wood seem to be of some considerable age suggesting that they are perhaps the old field trees.   A very old oak tree at the junction of C1 and C2 appears to confirm what the 1881 map suggests, i.e. that this area has been wooded for some time.   Protective fencing has been installed around the oak (with 8 Austrian pines), where the ground flora is regenerating well, in contrast to the surrounding bare ground of this heavily used part of the wood.

1.2.2.5  The grassland area in the south east of the site (C1a) is currently very disturbed but does contain flora characteristic of NVC type CG3 Bromopsis erecta grassland.  As well as upright brome (Bromopsis erecta), crested dog’s-tail (Cynosurus cristatus) and red fescue (Festuca rubra) are present with locally abundant meadow vetchling (Lathyrus pratensis) and ox-eye daisy (Leucanthemum vulgare), frequent lady’s bedstraw (Galium verum), salad burnet (Sanguisorba minor), common vetch (Vicia sativa), bugle (Ajuga reptans) and self-heal (Prunella vulgaris), occasional wild carrot (Daucus carota) and glaucous sedge (Carex flacca), and rarely cowslip (Primula veris) and fairy flax (Linum catharticum).   This area supports a population of slow-worms.

1.2.2.6  A third habitat type lies to the west of the site (C5) and consists of a field of disturbed ground (probably containing rubble from the building of the adjacent housing estate), which supports a tall herb community.  Slow worms were also found in this section.  Toads have been found here too recently.

1.2.2.7  Many birds breed in the wood (see incidental records in Appendix 1) which appears to support a good variety of woodland bird species.

It is known that bats at least forage over the site as demonstrated by the results on public bat walk events, when pipistrelle species have been recorded.  The non-intervention site of C4 is known to contain a badger sett.

No invertebrate surveys have been carried out (many species were observed during this survey), nor have any lower plant surveys (fungi, lichens, mosses and liverworts).

1.2.3 Cultural

Archaeology/Past Land Use

1.2.3.1 The site has had a disturbed history.  The 1881 Tithe Map (Map) shows C1 as open fields with quarrying activity at the southern end.  This suggests that the woodland of that area can be no older than 120 years and may have formed from the scrubbing up of the fields following quarrying activity and subsequent re-instatement.  It seems likely that at least part of the elevation of the land in this area is formed from possible spoil dumping from the southern end of the adjacent Barnhill Quarry, with the later formation of secondary woodland.  Evidence of old quarrying activity remains in the form of large-boulder spoil heaps particularly obvious in C1 and C2.

1.2.3.2  The grassland C1a broadly corresponds with part of the smaller quarry marked on the 1881 map.  The western section of C2 is shown as open fields and woodland while its north-eastern section and the southern end of C3 are shown on the 1881 Map as being part of the landscaped estate of Ridge House.  Consequently this area has inherited some of the landscape planting such as yew (Taxus baccata), Wellingtonia (Sequoiadendron giganteum) and deodar (Cedrus deodara).  The 1881 map shows that the majority of C3 and the eastern flank of C2 was woodland, though this area and the north of C3 was mixed with conifers.  The mid-section of C3 and an area in the south of C2 is shown as woodland and is possibly long-standing semi-natural ancient woodland.  The section in C2 had become invaded with dwarf bamboo (Arundinaria vagans) (see Map 1).  There is evidence in the form of hazel stools of past traditional woodland management as coppice-with-standards.  

Current Land Use

Ridge Wood is a popular local amenity woodland, now being managed for its nature conservation interest.  A section adjacent to C2 (see Map 1) is retained by Hansons as a screening and security area and is not covered under the Management Plan.

Public Interest

Interpretation boards were installed at either end of the site in 2004 to increase interest in and enjoyment of the habitats.

Much management work has been carried out over the last 5 years and this has been appreciated by local people, as evidenced by a dog walker who commented that the site had “vastly improved since 4 or 5 years ago”.   Members of the Friends Group stated that they would find the small flight of steps in C3 easier to use if another one was placed at the bottom to reduce the currently long drop.

The Hanson Aggregates lease agreement with SGC permits no cycling or horse riding on the site (because of the sensitivity of the habitats).  There is potential for sensitive use by local schools and colleges for ecological, geological and historical studies.  (The site is also accessible to the universities of Bristol).  

There is a serious problem with mountain bike tracks and youth gathering points, particularly in C1 and C2 where the ground flora has been completely replaced by compacted bare ground.

Landscape

Ridge Wood can be appreciated as a wooded hillside from the urban area to the west.  The presence of the exotic conifers, especially the Wellingtonias, adds interest to this view. 

1.2.5 Past Conservation Management

The woodland was managed by Hanson Aggregates before being leased to SGC.   A 1992 Management Plan by Hanson was never enacted, so it is unclear as to what management work, if any, was carried out.  The first Management Plan commissioned by SCG was agreed in 2000 and since then a considerable amount of work has taken place, evaluated under Objectives.   

2 Evaluation and Objectives

2.1 Conservation Status of the Site         

2.1.3 Historic

Historical information is held at SGC.  

2.1.4 Nature Conservation Status

· The southern section of the wood is part of the Barnhill Quarry SNCI.   SNCIs are protected within the planning system under Policy L9 of the SGC Local Plan.  Unfortunately the rest of the wood is outside the boundary of the SNCI and it is recommended that this is reviewed, particularly as the central and northern areas may be old.
· Tree Preservation Order (northern and central sections of the wood - however, the order was never confirmed when first proposed and therefore has no legal standing).
· Community Forest Gateway Site.
· Proposed Local Nature Reserve.
2.2 Evaluation of Features
2.2.1 Evaluation

The evaluation of site features (drawn from Ratcliffe’s criteria), relates primarily to the intrinsic worth of the site for nature conservation with additional criteria considering how valuable the site is to the local community.  

Size:   At 4.8 hectares the site provides a substantial area of semi-natural woodland, especially within an urban context.  The south-west holds 50% (approx. 25,000 ha) of the UK’s remaining calcareous grassland, which is a rapidly declining habitat, so the grassland fragment (C1a) is also important.

Diversity:   There is a diverse woodland ground flora, as well as species indicative of unimproved calcareous grassland.   A variety of birds associated with woodland use the site.  There are at least two populations of slow-worms.  Mammal interest includes bats and badger.  The diversity of species is high for a relatively small site in an urban setting.

Naturalness:  The woodland has had a varied history in terms of land use and re-planting, but parts of it appear to have been wooded at least since 1881.  The calcareous vegetation has not been subject to agricultural intensification, its diversity having been maintained by the shallowness of the soil.

Rarity:   Semi-natural broad-leaved woodland is a national and local Biodiversity Action Plan Habitat, as is calcareous or species rich grassland.   Bluebell is a Biodiversity Action Plan species.  The site supports many locally important plant species.  Fifteen species of Birds of Conservation Concern have been recorded.  Slow-worms are a protected species under the Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981) and all bat species are protected under European law because of serious population declines.  Further rare species may be found when specialist surveys are carried out for lower plants and invertebrates.

Fragility:   Mountain bike and campfire use of the site is damaging the ground flora.  Scrub encroachment, particularly by bramble (Rubus fruticosus agg.) and sycamore is a problem in parts of the wood where it is shading out the ground flora.  The calcareous grassland fragment is being damaged by fires.  The whole site is vulnerable to the process of natural succession whereby, with its current species composition, it would become a species-impoverished sycamore-dominated secondary woodland.

Typicalness:   Several species indicative of semi-natural ancient woodland are found such as wild garlic and bluebell.   Plant indicator species of calcareous grassland are also present such as salad burnet and fairy flax.

Recorded history:   Ecological survey data is held at Bristol Regional Environmental Records Centre (BRERC) and at SGC.

Position in ecological unit: Ridge Wood is connected by a narrow pathway to the River Frome corridor to the south and continues at its northern end as a thin band of woodland running north to a further part of the disused quarry.  It provides an area of woodland in an area impoverished in this habitat but is somewhat isolated, not being connected in any direct way to the wider countryside.  It functions more, therefore, as a stepping stone feature. 

Potential for Improvement:  The botanical interest of the woodland could be further diversified by continuing scrub control and carrying out some felling of sycamore, while that of the grassland could be improved by a grass cutting regime and sycamore removal.   Educational use of the site could be further developed.  Not least because of the lack of woodland in this area, it is important to manage Ridge Wood to maximise its biodiversity interest.   
Intrinsic Appeal/Landscape:  The woodland provides a natural backdrop to the east of the town of Yate.  The promontory is an impressive local landmark.  The natural appearance of the woodland and the floristic diversity of the grassland make the site very attractive.  It also has importance in the urban setting in ameliorating noise and air pollution.

Public Use:   The woodland is very popular with local people, particularly for dog walking and access between the urban communities.   Its proximity to housing estates also makes it a focus for mountain biking and youngsters’ dens.

2.2.2 Identification/Confirmation of Important Features

See Appendix 1 for the national, regional and local significance of the habitats and species.

2.2.3 Site in a Wider Perspective

Habitats

The site can be considered at a national and regional level with reference to the UK Biodiversity Action Plan, the South-West Biodiversity Action Plan and the Avon Biodiversity Action Plan.   

Unimproved calcareous grassland and semi-natural ancient woodland are the subjects of Habitat Action Plans under these documents. 

Species

Please refer to Appendix 1.

2.3.4 Specified Limits

No increase in canopy cover is acceptable, nor is any further increase in the spread of scrub onto the grassland.  The current level of damage caused by mountain biking and fires must not be exceeded.

2.3.5 Management Objectives

Habitats

Objective 1:  To encourage a semi-natural broadleaved mixed woodland; a canopy dominated by ash and oak, with a native, varied and well-structured understorey and a native species-rich ground flora.

Objective 2:  To expand and restore the remnant calcareous grassland, so that many different and colourful wild flowers grow among a variety of grasses.  

Objective 3:  To keep the tall herb community and some scrub such as field maple and hawthorn in the western field but at a reduced density, and create new habitats, such as a pond or wildflower meadow so that the field supports a variety of habitats and becomes a useful community resource.

Species

Objective 4: To maintain the slow-worm populations.

Historic

Objective 5:
To conserve and if necessary enhance the historic features of the site.

Public awareness

Objective 6:
People (including children on educational visits) will continue to have easy access to Ridge Wood along well-maintained paths and be able to enjoy the woodland without fear of being knocked down by mountain bikers or offended by excessive litter and dog mess.

Legislation

Objective 7:
All legal obligations will be upheld.

2.4 Factors Influencing Management

2.3.5 Natural Trends

Natural succession will lead ultimately to a sycamore-dominated secondary woodland, diminishing the biodiversity interest.   Deer do not seem to be an issue at this site, however recent sitings/evidence have been recorded in C1.

2.3.6 Man-Induced Trends

Mountain biking and fires must be controlled to prevent further damage to the ground flora.  The bare ground is subject to soil erosion which further damages the ground.

2.3.7 External Factors

There are no external factors specifically relevant to management.

2.3.8 Legal Constraints/Obligations

Wildlife and Countryside Act (WCA) 1981 (as amended).

Badger Act 1992.

Conservation (Natural Habitats etc) Regulations 1994.

Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000.

Management and Access Agreement (2003) between Hanson Aggregates and South Gloucestershire Council.

Health and Safety 

All operations carried out on the site must be undertaken by trained personnel, using methods and equipment approved by the Health and Safety Executive.

Risk assessments must be carried out/updated across the site and regular inspections of tree safety must be made, particularly those adjacent to footpaths.   

Contractors must adhere to SGC’s General Requirements and Conditions for Countryside Works.

Public Rights of Way:

A public footpath (LYA 73) runs along the west of the site.  The maintenance of public rights of way must be upheld.  

2.3.5 Management Constraints

Financial

Site management will be funded in part under SGC’s Countryside Management budget.  The Forestry Commission’s Woodland Improvement Grant has been used for sycamore removal and this source of funding, including the Woodland Management grant, should be further explored.  Further funding may be possible through the Aggregates Levy Sustainability Fund.

Labour resources

The Friends of Ridge Wood volunteers will carry out occasional site work.  Use of contractors will be made where appropriate and also British Trust for Conservation Volunteers.  Tree works or scrub clearance should be carried out in the winter months only, avoiding the bird breeding season which starts earlier now i.e. from late February to September.                                                                                                     It is hoped to recruit local naturalists to undertake wildlife monitoring of the site.  

2.4 Rationale

This section discusses the ways in which the management objectives can be achieved and/or are necessarily modified.

2.4.1 Habitats

Objective 1

To encourage a semi-natural broadleaved semi-natural mixed woodland; a canopy dominated by ash and oak, with a native, varied and well-structured understorey and a native species-rich ground flora

2.4.1.1  C1 – at the start of the previous Management Plan the public footpath was overshadowed by vegetation which reduced light penetration to the ground flora, limiting its diversity.  An intervention programme has successfully opened up this area into a woodland ride, with consequential benefits to structural diversity and increased use by invertebrates.  Some regeneration, especially of sycamore, has occurred and it is important to remove this and regenerating ash on a regular basis to keep this area open and to prevent shading of the ground flora.  The resulting tall herb community will become rank and less diverse without management so it is proposed to cut it on rotation.  This will also help to control the bramble in this section.  

2.4.1.2  The steeply (45-60°) wooded slope in this area is dominated by shade-casting mature sycamores.   The understorey is dominated by very frequent tall hawthorns as they strive to reach the light, with similarly drawn old hazel coppice.  Some thinning could be proposed in order to benefit the ground flora but concerns about further opening up the access to the grassland hideaway at the top of the slope and enabling more cycle tracks to be established have led to caution about this approach.  The extent of the ground flora has been very damaged by mountain biking and trampling.  A  large, rocky area of more level ground approximately half-way up the slope is almost completely devoid of vegetation.  Debris and the trampled ground show this area to be one of the most popular with local children.  

2.4.1.3  Much effort has been made to block the unofficial paths with dead hedges, tree trunks and even large boulders.  The well-constructed dead hedge, installed about 5 metres above the footpath, should continue to be reinforced using the removed scrub.  However these measures have only had limited success, with some blockages removed, set fire to or ridden around.  At the community group discussion held at the start of this plan, local people wondered if more large boulders could be obtained from the quarry, but in order to minimise access it would almost be necessary to line the entire western edge of the woodland, which is not practical.  Nevertheless further strategic use of boulders could be explored.  The selective felling of sycamore across bike paths was also proposed, the tree being laid and secured to prevent movement.

2.4.1.4  The steep slope down to an open area at the junction of C1 and C2 is traversed by 3 wide, bare tracks and the ground at the bottom is bare.  Past attempts to fence off this area have been thwarted as it seems parents prefer their children to use the wood rather than the local official biking circuit.  Ideally an agreed Code of Practice is needed with the local bikers, so that the least damaging paths are adhered to, although this may be objected to by the owners.  Partnership working with Yate & Sodbury Town Councils should also be encouraged to identify a suitable site for mountain biking.   Meanwhile the extent of the bare earth created by biking should be monitored.  The local community policeman is aware of the problem and requests direct reporting to him when the activity is occurring.  Unfortunately local people tend to ring SGC instead who then ring the police, making it appear that SGC is the only complainant!  This reduces the likelihood of any more police resources being diverted to the issue.

2.4.1.5  An alternative to the current management is proposed.  It is possible that better woodland stewardship in this area may also have a deterrent effect on the misuse.  The shade-casting density of sycamore is suppressing the ground flora and understorey, keeping the ground bare.  The density of pole-stage scrub could be seen as providing easy handholds to achieve access to the grassland area at the top.   Working in 20 x 20 metre blocks over time, remove one or two mature sycamore trees, coppice the hazel and thin/coppice the hawthorn so that the understorey is reduced by 50%.   The additional light would be likely to stimulate some bramble growth (probably within one season), which would act as a barrier to access.  Bramble has much use to wildlife (breeding birds, nectaring insects, small mammal cover) but would not become unmanageable because it would gradually be eliminated by the regenerating ash which is capable of growing through bramble.  This would be thinned in an ongoing programme so that over time it is ash and not sycamore which would ultimately form the canopy cover.  The extra light would  stimulate re-growth of the ground flora.   

2.4.1.6  The very old oak tree in the open area between C1 and C2, although protected by fencing, is very overshadowed by closely planted Austrian pines.  The removal of some of these should be considered to allow more light to reach the oak canopy.

2.4.1.7  C2 - at the start of the first MP in 2000 it was recognised that areas of the ground flora in C2 had been eliminated by the highly invasive dwarf bamboo (almost certainly from Victorian planting in Ridge House).   SGC have undertaken a programme of intensive chemical treatment of the mini forests of this pervasive species (see Photo) with the result that the ground flora is starting to recover, enchanter’s nightshade now being co-dominant with dog’s mercury.  Pignut is frequent.   However dwarf bamboo continues to grow in this area and will require further treatment/pulling.   Dwarf bamboo re-growth is also evident in the northern section of C2 where the programme will need to continue.   

2.4.1.8  This compartment also consists of areas of regenerating sycamore and this should be removed.   Some semi-mature sycamores should be felled and the ash saplings thinned.  With a gradual re-introduction of hazel coppicing and thinning of the hawthorn a better structure and ground flora cover would be achieved.  In an area just to the west down slope of a mature beech tree, several young sycamore grow densely.  These should be thinned to encourage some native regeneration.  Any oak seedlings should be encouraged.

2.4.1.9  In C3 the sycamore saplings need to be removed and hazel coppice should be re-instated.  This can be done in blocks over a 10-15 year rotation.   There are tracks up into the wood in this area which have been blocked off by tree trunks and boulders with some success but the extent of the track widths and their number should be monitored.

2.4.1.10  C4 is occupied by a badger sett and has previously been agreed as a non-intervention area, following the removal of some dead elms.  This approach will continue for the life of this plan.

2.4.1.11  Alien species – The exotic trees are in reasonable condition and add interest and novelty to the site, as do the remnants of the walnut avenue which used to run from Ridge House down to the bottom of what is now the Ridge housing estate.   
It was evident from the survey that many of the bluebells in Ridge Wood are the Spanish variety (Hyacinthoides hispanica).   As well as being non-typical of British woodland, they also hybridise with the native bluebell.  It is the aim of SGC and the Friends group to remove the invader to protect the integrity of the native species.   This work will need to be monitored annually. This could be done by a volunteer and will involve either counting the remaining plants or measuring the size of the swathes.  

2.4.1.12  In addition, some of the woodland ground flora has been damaged/destroyed in C2 where garden owners (see Map 1) have extended their land by several metres into the wood, laying paving stones, paths and planting non-native specimens.  The owners should be approached and asked to reinstate the woodland.

2.4.1.13  A method of establishing the condition of the woodland should be instigated (known as “condition assessment” – English Nature have developed guidelines) and carried out every 6 years.

2.4.1.14  If possible birds, especially those breeding on the site, will be recorded annually, on a monthly basis.  This will be carried out by a volunteer.  In 2004 a local member of The Hawk and Owl Trust erected and is monitoring 4 boxes.   A previously erected “chimney” box was used this year by a pair of tawny owls but the box fell down.  Two of the three chicks were rescued and are now being hand-reared.  One of the new boxes has now been moved to this tree.  The H&O Trust advise that the woodland is likely to be too small to support more than one pair of owls but sometimes one pair may use more than one box e.g. for roosting.  The success of the scheme will be reported to SGC and records should be passed to BRERC.  Ivy on trees is also important for owls (nesting and day roosting) and woodland management should encourage good ground flora cover to support the small mammal population.

2.4.1.15  Other species surveys should be commissioned, such as bats, invertebrates and bryophytes (mosses and liverworts).

All species records will be submitted to BRERC.  

Objective 2

To expand and restore the remnant calcareous grassland (C1a), so that many different and colourful wild flowers grow among a variety of grasses. 

Extreme caution must be taken with a hand search for slow-worms before any work is done in this area. 

2.4.1.16  At the eastern side is a small copse of sycamore trees with hawthorn, which could be removed (leaving the hawthorn for structural variety) in order to encourage the extension of the grassland area.  Any timber from trees should be cut into 1 metre cords and carefully and safely stacked near where they were felled, though it is important that they are placed unobtrusively because of the potential fire risk through vandalism. 

2.4.1.17  The grassland should be strimmed annually mid-end July, and the cuttings removed.  There are 3 large burn sites across the grassland which, with trampling, have caused extensive damage to one-third of the vegetation (this issue has been a problem since at least 1992).  The extent of these areas should be monitored, and the ash regularly raked off to reduce nutrient load.  

2.4.1.18  The area of slightly raised ground to the east contains stones and logs which are used by slow-worms.  Saplings of ash and sycamore should be removed from this area and the tall herb community and ranker grasses on the raised ground should be cut on rotation so that the community is maintained and also remains suitable for use by slow-worms.  Scrub species regeneration on the grassland has been treated, but this will need to be checked and cut/treated again as necessary.   

2.4.1.19  Instigate condition assessment monitoring for the grassland, to be carried out every 4 years.
Objective 3

To keep the tall herb community and some scrub such as field maple and hawthorn in the western field (C5) but at a reduced density, and create new habitats, such as a pond (or wildflower meadow) so that the field supports a variety of habitats and becomes a useful community resource.

Extreme caution must be taken with a hand search for slow-worms before any work is done in this area. 

2.4.1.20  By cutting a third of the field annually on rotation after the end of July, the tall herb community will be maintained.  However the area nearest the gate access will need to be kept clear by more frequent cuts in preparation for events etc.  As the field also supports slow-worms this provides them with the long grass needed for foraging and protection.  This vegetation is well-used by invertebrates and several species were seen during the survey.   A third of the scrub should be cut and the stumps treated.

2.4.1.21 A pond and surrounding marshy grassland could be installed.

2.4.1.22 A wildflower meadow could be created.

2.4.2 Species

Objective 4 

To maintain the slow-worm populations.
2.4.2.1  Slow-worms are protected from injury and killing under the WCA.  As well as suitable grassland management (under Objectives 2 and 3), it is important that the refuges in the grassland area and in the Field are left in situ.  A log pile in the Field should also be left.  

2.4.2.2  When these areas are cut a careful hand search should be carried out and any animals removed to safety.  It is important to ensure that suitable slow-worm refuges, such as large stones and log piles, are not disturbed during management operations.

2.4.2.3  Further log and stone-piles should be created to provide more refuges.  The possibility of setting up a community compost system to provide suitable slow-worm habitat could be investigated.

2.4.2.4  The populations should be monitored (though this might be difficult in an urban environment when artificial refuges are laid out and inspected regularly).

2.4.3 Historic

Objective 5

To conserve and if necessary enhance the historic features of the site

2.4.3.1  Historic features of interest, particularly the old walls and the exotic plantings of Ridge House are of local interest and should be maintained.  

2.4.4 Public awareness

Objective 6

To maintain and if necessary enhance public access, amenity and education.

2.4.4.1  Much cutting back of the engulfing vegetation has resulted in an open, naturally lit “woodland ride” effect along the public right of way, which is now well-used by local people.  This must be maintained (see 2.4.1.1).  

2.4.4.2  Some of the local community have requested that an extra step be installed on one section in C2 (at the bottom of the flight before the flight adjacent to the yew group).  This should be done as soon as possible.

2.4.4.3  The very successful series of circular walks, installed in 2003/04 and consisting of terraces, gravel paths and steps, must also be regularly inspected and repaired when necessary.   Any chippings produced from woodland management can be used for path surfaces.  Keep path edges clear of vegetation.

2.4.4.4  All signs and information boards are to be maintained to high standards of presentation and clarity.  Any severely damaged ones to be taken down and replaced as soon as practicable. 

The sign at the Quarry Road entrance has a stone and paved surround with a raised bed area.  At present this contains a variety of grasses and adventitious wild plants such as Yorkshire fog (Holcus lanatus) and prickly sow-thistle (Sonchus asper).  The appearance of this area could be improved by planting native shrubs such as guelder rose (Viburnum opulus), rowan (Sorbus aucuparia), dogwood and field maple.  Or the variety of buddleia known as Black Knight, with its dark purple insect-attracting flowers could be used.  Either would be easier to maintain and in time would screen the sign board from the cement works just behind.  

2.4.4.5  The condition of gates and kissing gates must be checked and repairs instigated where necessary.  
2.4.4.6  Inevitable in an urban site are the effects of use by local youngsters; ground flora is damaged by tracks and fire-sites, and the amenity value is reduced by litter (which appears to include glue-sniffing paraphernalia).  Undermining of the amenity value is not just restricted to teenagers; the amount of dog-fouling along the main footpath makes the site unpleasant for walkers and especially for any childrens’ activities.  Two dog bins were installed pre-SCG ownership (Greenways Road entrance and main path near Melrose Close), and a third has been  added, but a strategy to encourage dog owners to use them is essential.  The local Dog Wardens could be assigned to the site on specific dates over a concentrated period to enforce the practice with associated press publicity.

2.4.4.7 The Field (C5) is easily accessible from the public footpath and may be particularly useful for community and education events.   A community compost scheme on the Field may encourage local involvement with the site.

2.4.4.8  Links with local schools to be pursued.

2.4.4.9  SGC provide an annual Newsletter to local residents to update them on work being done and the reasons behind it.  This is an excellent way of keeping people informed and reassuring them that their presence as neighbours is respected.   The site is mentioned in the “Hidden Yate” walk leaflet.   Public guided walks and other events will be held regularly.

2.4.4.10  SGC are in the process of having the site designated as a Local Nature Reserve.

2.4.5 Legislation

Objective 7

To uphold all legal obligations

In accordance with Health and Safety Regulations, safety checks must be carried out across the site, recorded and recommendations acted upon where necessary.

Risk assessments must be made and kept for each work/public event activity.

3 Prescriptions

3.1 Annual and Capital projects

It is advisable to keep records of all management work carried out.

All Annual (ongoing) and Capital (one-off or not ongoing) projects relating to the next 5 years of management are listed in tabular form in 3.2.   Under each project heading, there is a timetable showing when, where and how much work is due to be carried out.  Accompanying every project is a code.  Each code relates back to a page-numbered note or set of notes giving further explanation to the project.  In addition, each project is related to a particular objective.

3.2 Project notes

3.2.1 Five year Work Programme - Annual projects (columns are only completed where applicable)

	Proj. Code
	Description
	Location
	Quantity
	Paragraph
	Objective

	Woodland Management

	
	
	
	
	
	

	WM1
	Continue to treat the re-growth of the dwarf bamboo
	C2
	See Map
	2.4.1.7
	1

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Grassland Management GM

	GM1
	Strim after the end of July and remove all cuttings
	C1a level area
	
	2.4.1.17
	2

	GM2
	Remove sycamore and ash saplings
	C1A
	
	2.4.1.16
	

	GM3
	Monitor the extent of fire damage in the grassland by measurement and rake off ash regularly
	C1A
	
	2.4.1.17
	2

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Species Management SM

	SM1
	Maintain current potential slow-worm refuges – exercise extreme care when cutting grass – do hand searches
	C1/C5
	
	2.4.2
	4

	SM2
	Remove Spanish bluebells
	All Cs
	
	2.4.1.11
	1

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Monitoring M

	M1
	Monitor the remaining Spanish bluebells
	All Cs
	
	2.4.1.11
	1

	M2
	Monitor the bird populations
	All Cs
	
	2.4.1.14
	1

	M3
	Monitor extent of bare earth caused by biking and fires, by direct measurement or fixed point photography
	C1/C1a/C2/C3
	
	2.4.1.4
	1 + 2 + 6

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Site Fabric SF

	SF1
	Check/repair footpaths and steps, cut vegetation to 1 metre back either side 
	All Cs
	All
	2.4.4.3
	6

	SF2
	Check/repair all signs and information boards
	C1/C4
	2
	2.4.4.4
	6

	SF3
	Check/repair gates and kissing gates
	All Cs
	10
	2.4.4.5
	6

	SF4
	Inspect and repair the Ridge House boundary walls
	C2
	All
	2.4.3.1
	5

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Site safety SS

	SS1
	Regular safety checks, including trees
	All Cs
	
	2.4.5
	1 + 6 + 7

	SS2
	Encourage local people to report mountain biking activity to the police
	
	
	2.4.1.4
	1 + 6 + 7

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Public Appreciation PA

	PA1
	Newsletter, guided walks and other events
	All Cs
	
	2.4.4.9
	6

	PA2
	Encourage schools involvement
	All Cs esp C5
	
	2.4.4.8
	6

	PA3
	Encourage use of dog bins
	All Cs esp PROW.
	
	2.4.4.6
	6

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Partnerships P

	P1
	Liaise with Hanson, Friends Group and others when necessary
	All Cs
	
	
	All

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Administration A

	A1
	Manage funding
	All Cs
	
	
	All

	
	
	
	
	
	


3.2.3 Five Year Work Programme - Capital projects (c) (columns are only completed where applicable)
	
	
	
	
	Year
	
	

	Project code
	Description
	Location
	Quantity
	5/6
	6/7
	7/8
	8/9
	9/10
	Para
	Obj

	
	Woodland Management WM
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	cWM1
	Remove sycamore and ash saplings, (treating the stumps).  Use resulting brash to reinforce dead hedge.
	C1
	To 5m on the eastern side of the path/2m on western side of path.
	X
	
	X
	
	X
	2.4.1.1/3
	1 + 6

	cWM2
	Cut swathe of tall herb community in scalloped shape.  
	C1
	To 5m on the eastern side of the path/2m on western side of path, in alternate 10m sections.
	50% of C1
	
	Alternate 50%
	
	Repeat first 50%
	2.4.1.1
	1

	cWM3
	Remove 2 mature sycamores, coppice hazel and thin/coppice hawthorn by 50%
	C1
	In two separate 20x20m blocks
	
	X
	
	
	X
	2.4.1.5
	1 + 6

	cWM4
	Remove some semi-mature sycamores, all sycamore saplings, thin ash and coppice hazel 
	C2
	In two separate 20x20m blocks
	
	
	X
	
	
	2.4.1.8
	1

	cWM5
	Thin young sycamore cluster 
	C2
	Reduce by a third 
	
	
	
	
	X
	2.4.1.8
	1

	cWM6
	Require owners to reinstate illegal garden areas to woodland
	C2
	As many as possible
	
	
	
	
	
	2.4.1.12
	1

	cWM7
	Remove sycamore saplings and re-instate hazel coppice
	C3
	In one block of 10x5m
	
	
	
	
	X
	2.4.1.9
	1

	cWM8
	Fell some Austrian Pines 
	C2
	1 or 2
	X
	
	
	
	
	2.4.1.6
	1

	cWM9
	LNR designation
	All
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	2.4.4.10
	1 + 6

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Grassland Management GM

	cGM1
	Remove the semi-mature sycamores and some hawthorn from the small copse (treating the stumps)
	C1a
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	2.4.1.16
	2

	cGM2
	Cut the tall herb community
	C1a
	50%
	X
	
	X
	
	X
	2.4.1.18
	2

	cGM3
	Cut the tall herb community
	C1a
	50%
	
	X
	
	X
	
	2.4.1.18
	2

	cGM4
	Cut the tall herb community
	C5
	One third
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	2.4.1.20
	3

	

	Habitat creation HC

	HC1
	Build pond + marshy area or sow wildflower meadow 
	C5
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	2.4.1.21/22
	3

	HC2
	Reduce scrub and treat stumps
	C5
	Reduce by one third
	X
	
	
	
	
	2.4.1.20
	3

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Species Management SM

	SM1
	Create new refuges for slow-worms
	C1/C5
	
	As available
	2.4.2.3
	4

	SM2
	Encourage community compost scheme
	C5
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	2.4.2.3
	4 + 6

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Survey & Monitoring M

	M1
	Tree survey (Tony Titchen)
	All Cs
	
	When funding available
	
	1

	M2
	Condition assessment
	C1/2/3/4
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	2.4.1.13
	1

	M3
	Condition assessment
	C1a
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	2.4.1.19
	2

	M4
	Bat survey
	All Cs
	
	When funding available
	       
	1



	M5
	Bryophyte, fungi and lichen survey
	All Cs
	
	When funding available
	
	1

	M6
	Reptiles
	C1/C5
	
	When funding available
	
	4

	M7
	Invertebrates
	All Cs
	
	When funding available
	
	1 + 2 

	

	Site Fabric SF

	SF1
	Southern entrance
	Quarry Rd
	Replant around interp board
	X
	
	
	
	
	2.4.4.4
	6

	SF2
	Additional step
	C2
	One extra step at base
	X
	
	
	
	
	2.4.4.2
	6

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Management Plan MP

	MP1
	Review the Management Plan and take action to continue or modify the objectives and management prescriptions
	All Cs
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	APPENDIX 1 Ridge Wood Species List
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Species recorded on 10th and 29th June 2005
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	 
	Compartments
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Scientific name
	Common name
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Trees/scrub
	 
	1
	1a
	2
	3
	4
	5
	 
	Significance
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Acer campestre
	Field maple
	f
	 
	f
	o
	o
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Acer pseudoplatanus
	Sycamore 
	d
	 
	 
	d
	d
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Aesculus hippocastanum
	Horse-chestnut
	 
	 
	 
	r
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Arundinaria vagans
	Dwarf bamboo
	 
	 
	f
	o
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Betula pendula
	Siver birch
	r
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Buddleja davidii
	Buddleia
	r
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Carpinus betulus
	Hornbeam
	 
	 
	r
	r
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Cedrus deodara
	Deodar Cedar
	 
	 
	r
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Cornus sanguinea
	Dogwood
	o
	 
	 
	o
	o
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Corylus avellana
	Hazel
	f
	 
	f
	f
	o
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Crataegus monogyna
	Hawthorn
	f
	 
	o
	o
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Euonymus europaeus
	Spindle
	 
	 
	 
	r
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Fagus sylvatica
	Beech
	 
	 
	f
	o
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Fagus sylvatica atropunicea
	Copper beech
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Fraxinus excelsior
	Ash
	d
	 
	d
	cd
	p
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Ilex aquifolium
	Holly
	 
	 
	o
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Juglens regia
	Walnut 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Larix decidua
	Larch
	 
	 
	o
	o
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Ligustrum vulgare
	Privet
	 
	 
	o
	o
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Pinus sylvestris
	Scots pine
	 
	 
	lf
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Populus sp
	Poplar
	r
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Prunus avium
	Wild cherry
	 
	 
	 
	r
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Prunus domestica
	Plum
	 
	 
	 
	r
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Prunus spinosa
	Blackthorn
	f
	 
	o
	f
	p
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Quercus petraea
	Sessile oak
	 
	 
	d
	d
	 
	 
	 
	locally uncommon
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Ribes uva-crispa
	Gooseberry
	r
	 
	r
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Robinia pseudoacacia
	False-acacia
	 
	 
	r
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Rosa canina
	Dog-rose
	o
	r
	 
	 
	p
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Rubus fruticosus agg.
	Bramble
	o
	 
	fld
	a
	p
	o
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Sambucus nigra
	Elder
	o
	 
	o
	f
	p
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Sequoidendron
	Giant redwood
	 
	 
	r
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Taxus baccata
	Yew
	 
	 
	lf
	r
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Tilia x europaea
	Lime
	r
	 
	o
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Ulmus glabra
	Wych elm
	r
	 
	o
	o
	o
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Ulmus procera
	English elm
	r
	 
	o
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Viburnum lantana
	Wayfaring tree
	r
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Grasses etc
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Arrhenatherum elatius
	False oat-grass
	a
	a
	 
	 
	p
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Brachypodium sylvaticum
	False brome
	d
	a
	a
	f
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Bromopsis erecta
	Upright brome
	 
	cd
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Bromus sterilis
	Sterile brome
	 
	 
	 
	o
	 
	o
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Carex flacca
	Glaucous sedge
	 
	lo
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Carex pendula
	Pendulous sedge
	 
	 
	 
	r
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Carex sylvatica
	Wood-sedge
	 
	 
	r
	r
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Cynosurus cristatus
	Crested dog's-tail
	 
	lo
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Dactylis glomerata
	Cock’s-foot
	f
	 
	 
	o
	p
	f
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Festuca rubra
	Red fescue
	 
	r
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Fragaria vesca
	Wild strawberry
	 
	o
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Holcus lanatus
	Yorkshire fog
	o
	f
	 
	 
	 
	la
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Lolium perenne
	Perennial rye-grass
	 
	r
	 
	 
	 
	o
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Melica uniflora
	Wood melick
	 
	 
	o
	lf
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Poa annua
	Annual meadow grass
	o
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Poa trivialis
	Rough meadow-grass
	f
	a
	 
	 
	o
	la
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Herbs
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Achillea millefolium
	Yarrow
	 
	o
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Agrimonia eupatoria
	Agrimony
	 
	r
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Ajuga reptans
	Bugle
	f
	f
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Alliaria petiolata
	Garlic mustard
	a
	 
	fla
	O
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Allium ursinum
	Ramsons
	 
	 
	r
	lf
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Anagalis arvensis
	Scarlet pimpernel
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	r
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Anthriscus sylvestris
	Cow parsley
	a
	 
	la
	fld
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Arctium minus
	Lesser burdock
	r
	 
	r
	r
	 
	r
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Arum maculatum
	Lords-and-ladies
	olf
	 
	f
	f
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Bellis perennis
	Daisy
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	r
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Buddleia davidii
	Buddleia
	r
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Cerastium fontanum
	Common mouse-ear
	o
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Chamerion angustifolium
	Rosebay willowherb
	 
	la
	 
	 
	 
	la
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Circaea lutetiana
	Enchanter's nightshade
	a
	 
	fla
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Cirsium arvense
	Creeping thistle
	 
	r
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Cirsium vulgare
	Spear thistle
	r
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Clematis vitalba
	Traveller's-joy
	 
	 
	 
	lf
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Conopodium majus
	Pignut
	 
	 
	olf
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Cotoneaster sp.
	 
	r
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Crepis vesicaria
	Beaked hawk's-beard
	 
	r
	 
	 
	 
	r
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Daucus carota
	Wild carrot
	 
	o
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Digitalis purpurea
	Foxglove
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	r
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Dipsacus fullonum
	Wild teasel
	r
	o
	 
	 
	 
	o
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Dryopteris filix-mas
	Male fern
	f
	o
	 
	 
	 
	r
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Epilobium hirsutum 
	Great willowherb
	f
	la
	 
	 
	 
	lf
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Epilobium montanum
	Broad-leaved willowherb
	f
	lf
	 
	o
	 
	r
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Epilobium parviflorum
	Hoary willowherb
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	lf
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Fragaria vesca
	Wild strawberry
	 
	o
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Galium aparine
	Cleavers
	a
	 
	a
	f
	p
	f
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Galium verum
	Lady’s bedstraw
	 
	lf
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Geranium dissectum
	Cut-leaved crane's-bill
	r
	r
	 
	 
	 
	r
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Geranium pratense
	Meadow crane's-bill
	 
	 
	 
	 
	p
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Geranium robertianum
	Herb Robert
	a
	f
	a
	f
	 
	f
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Geum urbanum
	Wood avens
	a
	 
	a
	f
	 
	o
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Glechoma hederacea
	Ground ivy
	la
	 
	 
	o
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Hedera helix
	Ivy
	d
	r
	a
	ld
	p
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Heracleum sphondylium
	Hogweed
	f
	o
	 
	f
	p
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Hyacinthoides hispanica
	Spanish bluebell
	 
	 
	o
	o
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Hypericum hirsutum
	Hairy St John's-wort
	 
	 
	 
	r
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Iris foetidissima
	Stinking iris
	 
	 
	 
	o
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Lactuca serriola
	Prickly lettuce
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	o
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Lamium album
	White dead-nettle
	r
	 
	 
	 
	p
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Lapsana communis
	Nipplewort
	 
	 
	 
	r
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Lathyrus pratensis
	Meadow vetchling
	 
	la
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Leucanthemum vulgare
	Ox-eye daisy
	 
	la
	 
	 
	 
	lf ?cul
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Linum catharticum
	Fairy flax
	 
	r
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Lonicera periclymenum
	Honeysuckle
	 
	r
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Lotus corniculatus
	Common bird’s-foot-trefoil
	 
	r
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Medicago lupulina
	Black medick
	 
	la
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Mercurialis perennis
	Dog's mercury
	a
	 
	fla
	ola
	o
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Myosotis arvensis
	Field forget-me-not
	 
	o
	 
	 
	 
	o
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Phyllitis scolopendrium
	Hart's tongue 
	f
	 
	r
	r
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Pimpinella saxifraga
	Burnet-saxifrage
	 
	o
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Plantago lanceolata
	Ribwort plantain
	 
	f
	 
	 
	o
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Plantago major
	Greater plantain
	 
	la
	 
	 
	 
	o
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Polypodium vulgare
	Polypody
	 
	 
	r
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Polystichum aculeatum
	Hard shield-fern
	 
	 
	r
	 
	 
	 
	 
	locally uncommon
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Polystichum setiferum
	Soft shield-fern
	 
	 
	r
	r
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Primula veris
	Cowslip
	 
	r
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Prunella vulgaris
	Self-heal
	 
	f
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Ranunculus acris
	Meadow buttercup
	o
	o
	o
	o
	 
	la
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Ranunculus bulbosus
	Bulbous buttercup
	r
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Rumex acetosa
	Common sorrel
	 
	r
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Rumex crispus
	Curled dock
	 
	r
	 
	 
	 
	r
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Rumex obtusifolius
	Broad-leaved dock
	 
	 
	o
	o
	 
	o
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Rumex sanguineus
	Wood dock
	r
	f
	 
	o
	 
	o
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Sanguisorba minor
	Salad burnet
	 
	lf
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Senecio jacobaea
	Common ragwort
	 
	r
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Silene dioica
	Red campion
	 
	la
	 
	o
	o
	lf
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Solanum dulcamara
	Bittersweet
	 
	 
	 
	r
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Sonchus asper
	Prickly sow-thistle
	r
	 
	 
	 
	 
	o
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Sonchus oleraceus
	Smooth sow-thistle
	r
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Stachys sylvatica
	Hedge woundwort
	lf
	 
	f
	o
	 
	fla
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Stellaria holostea
	Greater stitchwort
	r
	 
	 
	r
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Symphytum x uplandicum
	Russian comfrey
	lr
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Tamus communis
	Black bryony
	 
	 
	o
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Taraxacum officinalis agg
	Dandelion
	r
	 
	 
	r
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Trifolium pratense
	Red clover
	 
	f
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Trifolium repens
	White clover
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	r
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Urtica diocia
	Nettle
	a
	 
	 
	ld
	o
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Veronica chamaedrys
	Germander speedwell
	f
	f
	o
	o
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Veronica serpyllifolia
	Thyme-leaved speedwell
	r
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Vicia sativa
	Common vetch
	 
	f
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Vicia sepium
	Bush vetch
	 
	 
	 
	r
	r
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Viola hirta
	Hairy violet
	 
	 
	r
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Viola odorata
	Sweet violet
	 
	P
	r
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Viola sp
	Violet
	 
	 
	 
	 
	r
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Incidental records only
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Birds
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Blackbird
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Blackcap
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Blue tit
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Chaffinch
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Chiffchaff
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Dunnock
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Amber
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Goldcrest
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Amber
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Great tit
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Green woodpecker
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Amber
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Greenfinch
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Jay
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Magpie
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Robin
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Song thrush (egg)
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Red/ SGBAP
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Tawny owl (pers comm)
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Woodpigeon
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Wren
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	(previous records below)
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Carrion crow
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Coal tit
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Collared dove
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Fieldfare
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Amber
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Great spotted woodpecker
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Grey wagtail
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Amber
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	House martin
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Amber
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	House sparrow
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Red
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Jackdaw
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Lesser spotted woodpecker
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Red
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Long-tailed tit
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Pied wagtail
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Redwing
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Amber
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Rook 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Sparrowhawk
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Spotted flycatcher
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Red
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Starling
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Red
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Stock dove
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Amber
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Swallow
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Amber
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Treecreeper
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Willow warbler
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Amber
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Invertebrates
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Yellow underwing moth
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Kentish snail
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	White-lipped banded snail
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Reptiles
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Slow worm
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	WCA/ SGBAP
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	
	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Key
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	D= Dominant
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	A= Abundant
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	F= Frequent
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	O= Occasional
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	R= Rare
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	l = Locally 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	P = present
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	WCA = protected under Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	BAP = Biodiversity Action Plan
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	SGBAP= South Gloucestershire Biodiversity Action Plan
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Locally uncommon = 51-150 one-km grid squares
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Locally rare = 7 or less 1km squares
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Nationally scarce = 16-100 1km grid squares
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Red = Red list species - high conservation concern
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Amber = Amber list species - medium conservation concern
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	(from The Population Status of Birds in the UK, Birds of Conservation Concern: 2002-2007)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


