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FRIENDS OF RIDGE WOOD


Minutes of General Meeting 


South Gloucestershire Council


Community meeting Room, Yate Fire Station


Wednesday  7th December 2011














PRESENT: 	Richard Aston		South Glos Council


				David Barlow		Webmaster


Jill Hows	


				Ian Hutchinson			 	


Edward Wrighton 


Janette Wrighton 


Geoff Millard


				Diane Millard


				Tim Fairhead		Avon Wildlife Trust


				David Bearne 





Apologies			Pauline Wilson	Avon Wildlife Trust


 				Jane Renton


				Pat Cotterell 		Friends of Yate Common


				 





Minutes of meeting on 5th October 2011





Minutes circulated.  Agreed





Matters Arising





RA – Group update: RA advised that no further suggestions / names have come forward for the current vacant group positions.  Agreed to look at encouraging recruitment in the new year for vacant posts.  Happy to take any names that may come forward.





David – Bill of £34.99 outstanding for the anti virus computer software – RA to sort this now accounts information has been forwarded. Will need to change signatories on cheque book. RA to check with Roy Bishop is happy to still sign cheque / change names. Jill happy to be signatory. 





Activities report back 





RA reported that the October Owl Prowl was attended by over 50 people. David Barlow has posted images and a report on the web site.  





Woodland work morning on Sunday 6th November. RA reported that 11 volunteers attended the autumn clean event. Plenty of items collected and all agreed the woodland was looking good. David Barlow has posted images and a report on the web site.  





Woodland management works – 2011/12 





RA reported that work has begun on the putting together the programme of woodland works for winter 2011/12. The Council’s Tree Officer has now inspected the site and reported that most trees a looking good along paths – trees are inspected for health & safety reasons. 





RA has taken the management plan schedule of works forward for pricing for winter 2011/12. Proposed works include cutting path vegetation, cutting the grassland area, selective felling of diseased sycamore, coppicing shrub under storey to encourage bluebells / other flora. Final content of work will depend on costs as limited management budget available this year.





Interpretation Panel





Final panel design circulated. RA now to take forward manufacturing of new panel to fix on stone at quarry road entrance.


 


Activities for 2012





The group discussed options for work days / activities for 2012. The following dates were agreed:





Sunday 29th January – Woodland work morning – Coppicing / light woodland work.





Sunday April 1st – Big Spring Clean event / work morning





Sunday April 29th – Wildflower Walk





Other ideas discussed included a Fungi Foray and Star Gazing event – both being later events for Autumn.





7. Date of Next Friends of Ridge Wood Meeting





Wednesday 8th February 2012


7pm.


Location: Yate Fire Station – Community Meeting Room





