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FRIENDS OF RIDGE WOOD

  Minutes of Revised Annual General Meeting 

South Gloucestershire Council

Badminton Road, Yate

Wednesday 18th May 2011

PRESENT: 

Richard Aston

South Glos Council




David Barlow

Webmaster




Jill Hows





Mary Capnos




Tim Fairhead

Avon Wildlife Trust

Apologies

Margaret Thompson


David Bearne


Jane Renton





Cllr Mike Robbins
Yate TC




Cllr Sue Walker
Yate TC




Pat Cotterel




Roy Murley




Jan Murley

1. Welcome

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting

2. Minutes of AGM held on Thursday 28th April 2011

Minutes circulated.

3. Matters Arising / Position of Group

RA explained that at the recent Friends of Ridge Wood AGM, a number of group members stepped down from key positions within the group. Many have held positions within the group for a number of years and felt now is the time to allow new volunteers to come forward. The hard work and commitment of volunteers in running the group is very much appreciated in helping the group achieve so much good work in the woodland over the last 10 years. 

At the meeting there were in-sufficient nominations to fill the vacant posts, therefore it was agreed that a re-arranged AGM be set to allow time for new nominations to come forward. RA explained that it is important the main group positions as listed in the constitution are filled to ensure the group remains fully constituted. This will enable the group to apply for grant aid to fund improvement works within he woodland, for insurance for the group, and to hold events to raise awareness of the importance of the woodland. 

4. Election of Executive Committee:

Chairman:
No nominations received. RA offered to carry on as temporary Chair of the group. Agreed.

Vice-Chairman:
No nominations received. Jane Renton has emailed to say she could fill the post if no other comes forward. RA to ask Jane if she is happy to fill this role.

Treasurer:
No nominations received. RA to collect all bank books / materials and hold until position filled, and check for correct procedure. 

Minutes Secretary / 

Webmaster: 
David Barlow / Richard Aston (shared) – Agreed.

RA – Group now un-constituted. The result is that for the time being the group will revert to meeting on a more informal basis, with open meetings for all. South Gloucestershire Council will take on the role of co-ordinating future Friends group meetings until members come forward. Sadly the group will be unable to apply for grant aid to fund improvement works within the woodland, or secure funding for group insurance whilst unconstituted, however the Council will support in the group as/when possible, and will help co-ordinate any activities on site in helping to raise awareness of the importance of the woodland where proposed by the group. 

5. Any Other Business

Mutt Strutt:

Jill provided an update on arrangements for the Mutt Strutt.

Help required on the day.

Need to locate posts / rope to mark out arena.

Day will consist of walk, refreshments and dog show in field. 

Event insurance will be covered by DAWG as confirmed by Jill.

News: RA reported that the smaller Ridge Wood interpretation panel has been

located next to the River Frome off St John’s Way.  The panel has been repaired and

returned to site. The large panel off quarry road is still missing. 

Tim stated that the current changes to the group could provide the opportunity to re-focus group actions towards the management and upkeep of the woodland, focusing on woodland management and conservation, and education. Tim happy to help supervise work days. Also can also provide the opportunity to re-focus on conservation education as recently successful at St.John’s Park.  All agreed. 

Tim – in light of recent site vandalism though-out Yate and Sodbury, Tim suggested that Paul Hulbert / others meet to review issues of anti-social behaviour. Agreed.

David – Bill of £34.99 outstanding for the laptop anti virus software.

6. Date of Next Annual General Meeting / group meeting

AGM 25th April 2012

Next Friends of Ridge Wood Meeting: 

Wednesday 27th July, 7pm

South Gloucestershire Council Offices, Badminton Road, Yate.

