Chairman’s Report April 2011

Last month it was just ten years since the first meeting was call to see if a group could be formed. A considerable amount has happened since then, to reach the position we are now in. Being fully constituted with regular meetings both administrative and practical with several activities being held to involve and inform the general public, particularly young people.

The wood is generally in good order, although no answer has yet been found to prevent the small minority of young people causing various forms of destruction.

In December last year we held the first Christmas meal when a plaque was presented to Peter Capnos. It proved a successful and very pleasant event.

The team of regular workers which now form the executive committee, work tirelessly operating the essential requirements which keep the organisation functioning. They all deserve individual mention.

Roy Murley undertook the vice chairmanship in addition to the very demanding post of treasurer. This post has been a crucial one during the past year with grants and purchases running into large sums. He has been ably assisted by Jill Howes who steers the grant applications and has been very successful in this, to the great advantage of the group.

Jan Murley has been constantly active in keeping the minutes and making sure all the required reports etc. are in on time.

Pat Nichols is regularly active in the wood and always leading the way when things need doing, from planting and organising raffles to constantly sweating over the barbecue at events.

David Barlow our Web Master has produced and maintained an excellent web site with top quality photographs and always up to date information.

Richard Aston has been tireless in both woodland and administrative matters. The government measures have caused considerable difficulties to his work. The effects of such measures will no doubt effect the group in financial ways, but I am sure there are means available to counter that. In this respect we are fortunate to have already received help from the Stroud and Swindon Building Society with promise of funding for our woodland community events. For this we are most grateful.

We now look forward to the next ten years, when I am sure the chairman’s report will no doubt carry news of even more achievements.

Having served for ten years I have decided that the time has come for me to step down. As from this moment I am resigning from ‘The Friends of Ridge Wood’ and therefore hand over to the Vice Chairman to conduct the remainder of this meeting. I wish to thank you all for your friendship and support and particularly for your kindness since my stroke. I look forward to meeting you from tome to time, while meandering through our very precious little wood.

