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NEWSLETTER OF THE FRIENDS OF RIDGE WOOD  

A lot has happened since our last Ridge Wood Matters, some good some not so.  Our community events like Woodfest and Heavy Horse Day provide pleasure and hopefully introduce people to the wood who may want to become involved. These events have been funded via the Council from the Aggregates Levy, which is a government tax on firms that extract aggregates, and from which 1% is returned to communities to compensate for the effects of quarrying. The Government is now planning to stop this grant and this will have a major impact our funding.   We therefore need to find other funding opportunities to finance our future activities.

On the positive side we are very fortunate to have been awarded grants from Yate  and Chipping Sodbury Town Councils  and the Co-operative Society, which has enabled us to purchase equipment for use at our events. The Chipping Sodbury branch of the Stroud and Swindon Building Society is also making us the benefactors of their fund raising this year. We are very grateful for all this support.

Sometimes youngsters get a poor press but on a recent cold February day, a group of  cheerful and enthusiastic young people from the Gateway Revival Church, Yate undertook some  woodland work which we less agile people struggle to do.  We are very grateful to them all.    

Roy Bishop

Chairman

GET INVOLVED!

A good time was had by all at our November Children's Christmas Decorations Workshop  with some very creative decorations being produced - we even had a visit from Father Christmas.  We had a lot of help on the day from the parents/grandparents who accompanied the children, which made everything run smoothly. 

We have several events/activities planned this year  when we’ll  need a  lot of assistance, especially stewards and general helpers at the summer Mutt Strut and Fun Dog Show.  We are compiling a list of people who would be willing to help  at events/activities.  If you would like to be involved, please contact us via our website, on e.mail: info.forw@gmail.com.  or complete the form on this newsletter and return to the address indicated.  We would also welcome enquiries from youth organisations who would like to carry out community work in the woodland.

WOODLAND WORK DAYS

Work days are planned for the year ahead – if you want to learn more about woodland management, get fit, and have fun then please do come along! Work day dates are advertised  on the web site and woodland notice boards.

PAT’S RAMBLES

Once more Ridge Wood is coming out of winter hibernation.  High in the trees on the top ridge, the crows are rearranging their nests. Bluebells are just pushing their tips into the fresh air, waiting to display their blue flowers, showing a new season begins.   The hazel catkins are also now well advanced.

Winter works are in progress, with trees and hedging being pruned.  The green woodpeckers can be seen more frequently in the woods due to the clearing of the wood’s undergrowth.  This makes all wildlife and fauna easier to see.  The Friends of Ridge Wood are going to plant a wild flower patch at the Quarry Road entrance to commemorate their tenth anniversary.  This will be an on-going three year programme of work to establish a natural wild flower feature which we think will enhance the entrance to the wood. 

 



Pat Nichols
 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

We have lots of great activities planned for 2011 for all the family!

Friends of Ridge Wood AGM – 7pm, followed by General Meeting at 7.30pm. All welcome

Thursday 28th April - 7.30 p.m.  

South Gloucestershire Council Badminton Road Offices, Yate. Please go to main reception. 

Ridge Wood Mutt Strut and Fun Dog Show

Sunday 3rd July 

Is your pooch a top dog? Lots of fun for all the family and a chance to raise funds for local pet charities.

See website www.ridge-wood.org.uk  and notice boards for details.

Ridge Wood Autumn Quest 

Saturday 15th October

Family activity day at Ridge Wood for under 11s / families. Lots of creative fun and learning for all.

See website www.ridge-wood.org.uk  and notice boards for details.

Ridge Wood Owl Prowl

27th October 2011

7.00 to 9.00p.m.

Popular Family Owl Prowl event with Ian McGuire. Meet at Quarry Rd entrance. Wear warm clothes and bring a torch. Sorry no dogs at this event. 

Christmas Activity

Sunday 4th December

Christmas Related Activity for children.

Family Christmas activity to be confirmed. 

See website www.ridge-wood.org.uk  and notice boards for details.

Other work days which will be posted on the website and notice boards as arising.

FOR ALL OTHER WINTER WORK DAYS, AND OTHER INFORMATION ABOUT RIDGE WOOD, PLEASE CHECK THE FRIENDS OF RIDGE WOOD WEB SITE AND WOODLAND NOTICE BOARDS!

www.ridge-wood.org.uk
GET INVOLVED!

Please join us! Become a Friend of Ridge Wood and help manage Ridge Wood! Its Free and it’s Fun! There is no regular commitment, just give us your support or an hour or two of your time, when you can!

Name: ………………………………………...

Address:..………………………………...………...………………………………………...…………………………………………………..…………………………………………………..…………………………………………………..…………………………..................................

……..…………………………………………...

……………………………………………….....………………………………………...............

Tel.No: ...……………………………………

Email: ……..………………………………..

How would you like us to contact you in the future - email or post? ……………….

………………………………………………

Return this form to:

Friends of Ridge Wood,

c/o Yate Town Council,

Poole Court,  Poole Court Drive,
Yate.

BS37 5PP

GET INVOLVED!

