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Science: Plants and animals in the local environment

Year 2

Lesson Plan: Looking for plants and animals (Unit 2b, Sections 1&2)

Links to Citizenship 3 & 6 
Resources:

Computer suite/ downloaded PDF worksheets: quiz /answersheets on birds, butterflies, plants; minibeast survey
Clipboard kit


Before you go:
Discuss the differences between plants and animals. Ask if anyone knows where to find plants and animals locally and if they have any ideas about the kind of plants and animals that might be found. Explain that they will be making a field trip to Ridge Wood. Using PCs in groups or with previously downloaded worksheets, look at some of the plants and animals that might be found at Ridge Wood. (This is probably best done in May/June, except for butterflies which would be best in September). These sheets should offer opportunities to further explore differences between species and adaptation. Also explain where some of the wildlife the children expect to see might be found and how these places are called habitats. Make sure children know that minibeasts are animals and that trees are plants. Discuss our responsibilities towards plants and animals (especially minibeasts)

NB in the worksheets section of this resource you can find quiz and answersheets You can also hear sound clips of birds and take an interactive quiz in the Wildlife section

On site: 

Taking the clipboards and worksheets on birds etc if you think necessary, make the trip to Ridge Wood. Identify where plants are growing. Ask the children what might be living in the plants. Discuss where animals might be found. Ask the children to look carefully at the edges of paths, in trees and under stonework. Explain to the children that they will be producing a map of what they noticed and where it was located. While at Ridge Wood, tell the children that you will be keeping a record of their findings. Provide the children with a simple A3 map of Ridge Wood (blow up the map provided on a photocopier) and ask them to draw or write what they saw and where. Another group could carry out the minibeast survey donated by Avon Wildlife Trust.

Follow up:

· Ask the children to write or draw what they identified in a table - one column plants the other animals. Discuss what they found. Were more plants or animals spotted? They could cut up the worksheets if any species were identified to illustrate their record. What organism was identified the most?

· Find out how many species were identified by taking the wildlife quizzes.

· This activity lends itself to adaptation to a game of ‘Animal, vegetable or mineral’ with emphasis on the characteristics of each group.

· Bring the results of this work into a wider local area study focused on Ridge Wood using the History and Geography lessons suggested.

Section 3: Describing local habitats

The following section in the QCA unit is ‘Describing local habitats’. A comparison using same methods as for Ridge Wood could be made using a fairly sterile piece of land such as that on a sports/grassy area in the school grounds.

Unit 2c: Variation: Section 1: Grouping animals and plants

The work carried out in the lesson above would be good grounding for starting off this unit as it would be based on field observation rather than pictures alone. The table made to differentiate between plant and animal could be further developed – what has legs, leaves, does it grow/die back etc.

Different plants:

A lesson plan from this unit on variation is also available on this resource
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